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1 Purpose of this statement

1.1 This document is the consultation statement required to accompany the Local Plan (Part Two)
Land Allocations and Detailed Policies - Submission Plan, under Regulation 22 of the Town and Country
Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012.

1.2 As set out under Regulation 22 (1) (c), Local Planning Authorities are required to prepare a
statement setting out details of consultation exercises undertaken in the preparation of their Local Plan,
under Regulation 18 and Regulation 20. This consultation statement details how Cheshire West and
Chester Council has engaged with key stakeholders and the public in the preparation of the Council's
Submission Local Plan (Part Two); how those bodies and people were invited to make representations;
a summary of the main issues raised by those representations; and how those issues have been
addressed.

1.3 The Council has carried out consultation exercises in accordance with Regulations 35 and 36 of
the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012, which require local
planning authorities to make the consultation documents available on their website, at their principal
office and other appropriate places, and provide copies to individuals on request. Consultations have
also been guided by the Council's adopted Statement of Community Involvement.

1.4 Separate more detailed reports of consultation have been compiled at previous stages of
preparation of the Local Plan (Part Two) and are referred to as relevant throughout this document.



2 Statement of Community Involvement

2.1 The Council’s Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) sets out who, on what and how we will
consult key stakeholders and members of the public on the preparation of the Local Plan and planning
proposals. The SCI was originally prepared and consulted upon in January 2009 prior to Local
Government Reorganisation, and consolidated and updated the existing SCls of the former county and
district councils.

2.2 It was subsequently updated in April 2013 to take account of changes brought about by the Town
and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012, and a further update was made in
2015 to take account of changes to the way that the Council carries out planning application consultations.

2.3 Most recently, the SCI was amended in 2017 to include details of advice and assistance which
the Council will provide to communities preparing neighbourhood development orders and plans, as
required by the Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017. The Statement of Community Involvement (October
2017) can be viewed online via the following link:

http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_Idf/sci/sci_2017
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3 Consultation bodies

3.1 The Council's vision for community involvement, is to "work hard to improve engagement with
customers, individuals, communities and partners and deliver the highest quality of services to all
stakeholders”. The Council has reflected this in its consultation at the ‘Preparation (Regulation 18)’
stage of the Local Plan (Part Two) preparation, which has included full public consultation on both the
scope and issues; and the preferred approach, draft policies and allocations.

3.2 The Council has a comprehensive consultee database containing details of all those who have
previously taken part in any earlier local plan and related planning policy consultation exercises and
comprises nearly 6,000 consultees. The database includes consultees from each of the following
categories:

Specific consultation bodies(i_)_

General consultation bodies!™

Duty to co-operate bodies™

Other consultation bodies, individuals and stakeholders

3.3 Section 33A of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, as inserted by section 110 of
the Localism Act 2011, has introduced a duty to co-operate in relation to the planning of sustainable
development. The Council has engaged constructively, actively and on an ongoing basis with other
local planning authorities and bodies, as prescribed in regulation 4(1) of The Town and Country Planning
(Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012, on strategic matters to maximise the effectiveness of the
preparation of the Local Plan (Part Two) and supporting activities so far as it relates to a strategic matter.

3.4 Alist of specific and general bodies from each of the above categories is included in Appendix
A 'Specific and general consultation bodies'.

3.5 Given the significant nature of the Local Plan (Part Two), all key stakeholders and consultees
registered on the database were formally consulted through direct notification at each consultation
stage.

[ Reg 2(1) Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations 2012
i Reg 2(1) Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations 2012
i Reg 4(1) Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations 2012



4 Introduction

Local Plan (Part One) Strategic Policies

4.1 The Local Plan (Part One), which was adopted by the Council on 29 January 2015, provides the
overall vision, strategic objectives, spatial strategy and strategic policies for the borough to 2030. This
includes setting out the level and location of new housing and employment land, as well as the
identification of a number of strategic sites.

Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies

4.2 The purpose of the Local Plan (Part Two) is to provide the detailed policies and non-strategic land
allocations required to deliver the overall strategy for Cheshire West and Chester for the period to 2030.
The amount of housing and employment land needed is clearly identified in Local Plan (Part One) and
the Local Plan (Part Two) will not include any policies which alter or amend these requirements. When
adopted, both documents will constitute the statutory development plan for Cheshire West and Chester
and will replace all of the retained policies from the former district local plans(“’).

4.3 A principal priority of the planning system is to engage local people in the development of Local
Plans enabling authorities to better reflect the identified priorities of local communities. The Council has
actively engaged with the borough's key stakeholders and local communities throughout the preparation
of the Local Plan (Part Two).

4.4 This consultation statement provides details of consultation carried out in the preparation of the
Local Plan (Part Two), as summarised in Table 4.1.

Table 4.1 Local Plan (Part Two) Timetable and Milestones

Timetable and milestones Date
Preparation Public consultation on the scope and issues and May 2014
(Regulation 18) engagement of stakeholders

Call for sites to identify any additional development sites | May 2014
including residential, employment, Gypsy & Traveller
and Travelling Showpersons, minerals and waste
management

Minerals call for sites and methodology consultation of | October 2014

the mineral industry and known landowners

iv  Chester District Local Plan; Ellesmere Port and Neston Borough Local Plan; Vale Royal Borough
Local Plan; Cheshire Replacement Minerals Local Plan; and Cheshire Replacement Waste Local
Plan
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Timetable and milestones Date
Consultation on facilities and services with parish October 2014
councils and the Council's regeneration teams
Public consultation on Local Service Centre Background | March 2015
Paper
Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment - | August 2015
Draft Methodology consultation
Public consultation on the Local Plan (Part Two) August 2016
Preferred Approach, draft policies and allocations

Publication Statutory public consultation (6 weeks) prior to December 2017

(Regulation 19)

submission of the Local Plan for examination

Submission
(Regulation 22)

Submit document to Secretary of State for examination

March/ April 2018

Examination Independent examination in public, into the soundness | July/ August 2018
hearings of the document

(Regulation 24)

Adoption Document adopted and published February 2019

(Regulation 26)

4.5 Each of the above Preparation (Regulation 18) stages were subject to a period of public consultation
in accordance with relevant planning regulations and the Council's Statement of Community Involvement.
All comments received during these stages were acknowledged, recorded and taken into account in

the preparation and ongoing development of the Local Plan (Part Two).

4.6 A more detailed overview of the consultation carried out and the responses received is contained

in the following sections.




5 Issues consultation and Call for Sites

5.1 The Local Plan (Part Two) Issues consultation was carried out in accordance with Regulation 18
of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012, which require Local
Planning Authorities to notify general and specific consultation bodies of the subject of the local plan,
inviting them to make representations about what the local plan ought to contain.

5.2 Atits meeting on the 24 March 2014 the Council's Local Development Framework Panel endorsed
the Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies Initial
Consultation document. The consultation document sought, through a series of questions, views on the
proposed form and content of the Local Plan (Part Two), including what policies should or should not
be included and the potential to use Supplementary Planning Documents. As part of the consultation
the Council also issued a call for additional development sites including residential, employment, Gypsy
& Traveller and Travelling Showpersons, minerals and waste management, which had not already been
submitted through the Employment Land Review or Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment
(SHLAA) process.

5.3 This stage included consultation on the following documents:

e Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies — Issues Consultation and Call for
Sites
e Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies - Call for Sites Form

Consultation process

5.4 Public consultation on the Local Plan (Part Two) Issues and associated documents ran for longer
than the statutory period of six weeks from 1 May 2014 to 19 June 2014. All key stakeholders and those
registered on the Council's consultation database were directly notified of the consultation via letter or
email. Consultation documents were also issued to all town and parish councils within the borough.

Notification

5.5 Advanced notice of the Issues Consultation and Call for Sites was sent to everyone on the Council's
consultation database. A letter providing details of the consultation dates for the consultation was sent
prior to the commencement of the consultation. The letter included details of how to access the
consultation documents — which were made available on the Council’s website and in all of Council’s
offices, customer service centres and libraries during normal opening hours — and how to make
comments.

Website

5.6 The consultation featured on the Council's website, providing links to a dedicated consultation
web page provided on the Council's Local Plan consultation portal. The web page included all of the
consultation documents which were available to view either online or downloaded as PDF documents.
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Responses

5.7 The consultation document invited comment on 70 different questions broken down into the main
policy areas identified in the Local Plan Part One as summarised below. Pursuant to Regulation 18, a
total of 1,032 responses were received to the consultation from 135 contributing consultees.

5.8 A number of the representations received related to issues that were already being addressed
through the Local Plan (Part One), such as the scale and distribution of housing, the approach to which
was established upon receipt of the Local Plan Inspectors report. The Local Plan (Part Two) is not
intended to revisit policy areas established in Part One, but rather to add detailed policy to assist with
delivery of the overarching plan strategy set out in Part One

5.9 A summary of the main issues raised along with how they have been taken into account is provided
in Appendix B 'lssues consultation and Call for Sites summary'. Detailed consideration has been given
to all representations in the course of producing the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed
Policies and any associated Supplementary Planning Documents. Full details of all representations
received and the Council’s response can be found on the Council’'s website:

http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_Idf/cw_Ip_part_two/issues/Ipptwo

5.10 The information provided on the potential future development sites was fed into the preparation
of the Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment (HELAA).


http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/cw_lp_part_two/issues/lpptwo

6 Minerals methodology consultation and Call for Sites

6.1 In response to the 'Issues and additional call for sites' consultation which was held from 1 May
to 19 June 2014, two minerals site nominations were received. The Council needed to make a more
detailed review of the type and number of minerals site allocations required and the type and availability
of mineral resources in the borough, and so undertook a further minerals call for sites consultation from
8 October to 21 November 2014.

6.2 A draft site appraisal methodology was consulted upon at the same time as the minerals call for
sites consultation. The methodology outlined and sought comments on the staged process of reviewing
any submitted sites alongside the proposed exclusionary and discretionary criteria to be used in assessing
the submissions.

Consultation process

6.3 Consultation on the minerals call for sites and draft site appraisal methodology ran for six weeks
from 8 October 2014 to 21 November 2014.

6.4 45 stakeholders were consulted, including: Natural England; Historic England; Environment
Agency; Natural Resources Wales and CADW; landowners; industry representatives and companies;
mineral operators; utility providers; Cheshire East Council; British Geological Survey; and internal
specialist teams in the Council including highways, public rights of way, landscape, ecology, historic
environment and environmental protection.

6.5 Consultees were notified by email/letter and the consultation was hosted on the Council's Local
Plan consultation portal which included an online survey form for the call for sites and the draft site
appraisal methodology which was available to view either online or downloaded as a PDF document.
The consultation invited representations to be made online via the consultation portal, by post or email.

Responses

6.6 A total of 11 comments were received from seven contributing consultees on the minerals call for
sites consultation, and nine comments from eight contributing consultees were received on the draft
minerals site appraisal methodology.

6.7 Key issues raised in relation to the draft minerals site appraisal related to the Council’s policy
approach to hydrocarbons; clarification of how sites are assessed against certain criteria and objection
to the scoring of certain elements of specific sites; the lack of method of assessment in relation to impact
on heritage assets; and the need to consider green infrastructure. In response, the Council amended
the methodology accordingly. Additional changes were also made to the appraisal process due to the
limited number of suitable sites submitted to the call for sites, including: removal of the 'site scoring and
ranking' stage and expansion of the 'detailed site assessment' stage to include consultation with the
Council's specialist teams.
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6.8 The Council received a total of 13 minerals site nominations in response to the call for sites
consultation. Including the two sites received through the Issues consultation and additional call for
sites consultation in May 2014, sites received through the call for sites included: four sand and gravel
sites; five salt and brine sites; and four oil and gas sites. These sites were carried forward for initial
assessment against the site appraisal methodology.

6.9 Consultation on the Initial Assessment Outcomes report was undertaken from 26 February to 11
March 2016 with those who made a submission to the call for sites, the Environment Agency, Natural
England and Historic England. These consultees received the Initial Assessment Outcomes report via
email and were invited to make any comments on the document or provide further information or evidence
to support inclusion of a site. Two comments were received, mainly relating to the scoring of certain
criteria at specific sites. These comments were incorporated into the ‘Minerals call for sites — Assessment
Outcomes report’ which is available at:

http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_Idf/cw_Ip_part_two/ev_base/min_cfs_outcomes2016

6.10 The ‘Minerals call for sites — Assessment Outcomes report’ was subject to another stage of
consultation from 22 April to 6 May 2016 with the same bodies plus additional interested individuals
and groups who were sent the document by email and invited to make comments. This informed the
site allocations and preferred areas included in the Preferred Approach stage of the Local Plan (Part
Two). Responses were received from an operator regarding the Rudheath Lodge silica sand site and
from Natural England regarding the potential impacts of minerals development on specific sites on
protected species, sites and groundwater.

6.11 Between 12 April and 26 April 2017, 11 minerals operators plus other interested parties including
the Crown Estate and Minerals Products Association were contacted via email seeking any additional,
alternative sites that could be used to provide sand and gravel. This targeted consultation sought to
inform and confirm the updating of relevant policies for the Publication Draft of the Local Plan (Part
Two). Two operators responded with additional details regarding sites previously put forward through
the minerals call for sites. These sites were taken forward and incorporated as allocations within the
Local Plan (Part Two). Additional discussions were also undertaken with salt and brine operators
regarding existing provision, reserves and future plans, to ensure that the relevant Local Plan (Part
Two) policy helps to provide a steady and sustainable supply of salt and brine.


http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/cw_lp_part_two/ev_base/min_cfs_outcomes2016

7 Facilities and services consultation

7.1 The Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies — Issues Consultation and Call
for Sites included a draft methodology setting out the criteria for the selection of local service centres.
Several representations were received relating to the need to involve Parish Councils in the assessment
process to identify the local service centres and provide up-to-date local intelligence in respect of the
services and facilities in their settlements.

7.2 In response to these representations, an additional, targeted consultation with Parish Councils,
Ward Members and the Council’s Localities and Regeneration Boards was undertaken over a six week
period in October/ November 2014.

7.3 The consultation also included a ‘call for sites’ for the Parish Councils, Ward Members and the
Regeneration Boards to identify potential future development sites that could be considered for allocation.

7.4 The consultation exercise involved sending a map of the local area to each Parish Council, Ward
Member and the Council’'s Regeneration Boards together with a site details form (to identify any potential
development sites) and a services and facilities questionnaire (to identify all service and facilities in the
Parish).

Consultation

7.5 The consultation ran from 1 October 2014 to 1 November 2014. Letters enclosing all the
consultation material were sent to each Parish Council, Ward Member and members of the Localities
and Regeneration Boards. A Members Briefing was also issued to all councillors, in October 2014.

Responses

7.6 The responses received to the services and facilities questionnaire were used to prepare the
Local Service Centre Background Paper 2015, which was subject to further consultation in March/April
2015.

7.7 The information provided on the potential future development sites was also fed into the preparation
of the Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment (HELAA).
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8 Local Service Centre background paper consultation

8.1 As a result of feedback from the Issues Consultation and Call for Sites, and the consultation on
facilities and services with parish councils; further consultation was undertaken on a draft local service
centres methodology and the initial identification of 29 local service centres, to support the preparation
of the Local Plan (Part Two). This included consultation on the ‘Local Service Centre Background Paper
Consultation’ (March 2015) document.

Consultation

8.2 Public consultation on ran for longer than the statutory period of six weeks from 9 March 2015 to
24 April 2015. All key stakeholders and those registered on the Council's consultation database were
directly notified of the consultation via letter or email. Consultation documents were also issued to all
town and parish councils within the borough.

8.3 Intotal 4,728 individuals, partners and stakeholders were consulted, including: Town and Parish
Councils; the Council’s Regeneration Boards; Natural England; the Environment Agency; English
Heritage; Sport England; Highways England; neighbouring authorities; landowners; developers; utility
providers; the HSE; environmental groups; education and healthcare bodies; amenity groups;
housebuilders; and voluntary organisations.

8.4 Whilst the consultation officially closed on 24 April 2015, comments were accepted after the
deadline. This enabled parish and town councils to participate where meetings were not scheduled
during the consultation period.

Notification

8.5 Advanced notice of the consultation was sent to everyone on the Council's consultation database,
either as a letter or an email, providing details of the consultation dates for the consultation was sent
prior to the commencement of the consultation; and including details of how to access the consultation
documents — which were made available on the Council’s website and in all of Council’s offices and
customer service centres as well as the borough’s libraries during normal opening hours — and how to
make comments.

Website

8.6 The consultation featured on the Council's website, providing links to a dedicated consultation
web page provided on the Council's Local Plan consultation portal. The web page included all of the
consultation documents which were available to view either online or downloaded as PDF documents.

Local media

8.7 A press release was issued entitled ‘Local Service Centres — Consultation — Have Your Say’,
outlining that the purpose of this consultation was to gather feedback on the proposed methodology
and options for identifying local service centres, and featured on the home page of the Council’s website



(March 2015). The consultation was also included in the 5 March 2015 Member Briefing, and the Bulletin
for Local Councils (Town & Parish) March 2015.

Responses

8.8 Thedraft document sought, through a series of seven questions, views on the Council’s approach
to identifying local service centres including the factors, services and facilities that should be considered
in defining a local service centre. Three options were presented for the definition of local service centres.
A total of 296 responses were received to the consultation from 77 contributing consultees.

8.9 A summary of the main issues raised along with how they have been addressed is provided in
Appendix C 'Local Service Centre background paper consultation summary' and a full list of all
representations received and the Council’s response can be found on the Council’'s website at:

http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_Idf/cw_Ip_part_two/ev_base/lsc_2015
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9 Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment consultation

9.1 Inresponse to the 'Issues and call for sites' consultation which was held 1 May to 19 June 2014,
additional site information was recorded on the Council's databases. The information fed into the Council's
Housing and Economic Availability Assessment (HELAA).

Consultation process

9.2 The HELAA is an evidence base document to inform the preparation of the Council's Local Plan
and the identification of land allocations, particularly for housing and employment use. This updates the
information in the Council's Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) 2013 and part of
the Employment Land Study Update (2013).

9.3 The preparation of the HELAA has been closely aligned with the process of Local Plan preparation.
As an evidence base document there is no formal requirement for consultation on the HELAA, however
it is important that the site assessments are robust and a partnership approach towards this study has
been adopted. A stakeholder group was established (Housing and Economic Partnership Group) utilising
existing networks and groups that worked with the Council to prepare earlier iterations of the Strategic
Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) and the Employment Land Study. The partnership
group (see Appendix A of the HELAA report for a detailed list of membership) is a representative
cross-section of developers, agents, house-builders, businesses and landowners that provide advice
and feedback at key stages in the assessment. A total of 75 organisations/ businesses make up the
partnership group with an equal representation of businesses, house builders and planning consultants;
developers and landowners.

9.4 The National Planning Practice Guidance sets out the methodology for preparing the HELAA,
and the Council's methodology was developed to take account of the Local Plan being prepared in two
parts. The Council consulted on a Draft HELAA methodology during August - September 2015. Following
this consultation, a range of comments were received in relation to housing delivery assumptions. The
Council undertook a further follow on survey in January 2016 to receive further input on the issues
raised.

9.5 In addition to engagement with external bodies, the HELAA has been prepared in consultation
with other Council service areas who have provided input in relation to specific areas of expertise
including heritage, natural environment and transport.

9.6 Other technical evidence base studies that have been prepared by external consultants to inform
the Local Plan (Part Two) have also been integral to the site assessment work, for example, the
recommendations published in the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) for the borough and the
Stanlow Special Policy Area Review (2016).

9.7 The key stages of engagement and feedback on the HELAA, alongside the Local Plan process,
have been;

e May 2014 - Local Plan (Part Two) call for sites exercise
e August - September 2015 - Draft HELAA methodology consultation



December 2015-January 2016 - Housing assumptions workshop / survey

e August 2016 - Site assessments and draft HELAA report, alongside the Local Plan Preferred
Approach consultation

e Final HELAA report (February 2017)

9.8 The HELAA (2017) report is available through the following link:
http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_Idf/land/helaa2017

Responses

9.9 The Council has produced a separate report to summarise the consultation undertaken during
the preparation of the Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA). This sets out the
Council's response to the comments received on the draft HELAA Methodology (September 2015),
actions taken and details of the Housing Assumptions Survey (January 2016). It also provides details
of the consultation on the draft HELAA (August 2016) alongside the Local Plan (Part Two) Preferred
Approach consultation.

9.10 The HELAA consultation statement (2017) can be viewed at:
http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_Idf/land/helaa2017
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10 Preferred Approach consultation

10.1 As aresult of feedback from the Issues Consultation and Call for Sites, consultation on facilities,
services, the Local Service Centres background paper, and an updated supporting evidence base,
further consultation was undertaken on a Preferred Approach that took into account responses received
from consultation along with changes made to the Local Plan (Part One) through the examination
process, which have implications for the scope of policies to be included in the Local Plan (Part Two).

10.2 At its meeting on the 20 July 2016 Cheshire West and Chester Council Cabinet approved the
Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies Preferred Approach document for public
consultation. The document set out the Council's preferred approach for the Local Plan (Part Two) and
included draft policies and allocations. This was not a statutory stage, but was subject to public
consultation to give residents and stakeholders the opportunity to comment on the preferred approach,
before publication for formal consultation. The consultation was accompanied by a draft policies map
which showed the geographical application of the proposed policies and changes to land use allocations,
and a range of supporting evidence base documents.

10.3 Policies included alternative options where it had been possible to identify a reasonable alternative
approach, or an explanation of why there was no alternative. These alternative options fed into the
Sustainability Appraisal process, which was carried out to test the sustainability of the preferred approach.
A draft Habitats Regulations Assessment was also prepared to evaluate whether any significant effects
of the preferred approach are likely to arise on nearby internationally important wildlife sites.

10.4 This stage included consultation on the following documents:

Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies — Preferred Approach — written policies
Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies — Preferred Approach — policies map
Interim Sustainability Appraisal

Draft Habitat Regulations Assessment

Consultation process

10.5 Public consultation on the Local Plan (Part Two) Preferred Approach and associated documents
ran for six weeks from 12 August 2016 to 23 September 2016. All key stakeholders and those registered
on the Council's consultation database were directly notified of the consultation via letter or email.
Consultation documents were also issued to all town and parish councils within the borough.

10.6 Intotal 4,713 individuals, partners and stakeholders were consulted, including: Town and Parish
Councils; the Council’'s Regeneration Boards; Natural England; the Environment Agency; English
Heritage; Sport England; Highways England; neighbouring authorities; landowners; developers; utility
providers; the HSE; environmental groups; education and healthcare bodies; amenity groups;
housebuilders; and voluntary organisations.

10.7  Whilst the consultation officially closed on 23 September 2016, comments were accepted after
the deadline. This enabled parish and town councils to participate where meetings were not scheduled
during the consultation period.



Notification

10.8 Advanced notice of the Preferred Approach consultation was sent to everyone on the Council's
consultation database, either as a letter or an email, providing details of the consultation dates for the
consultation was sent prior to the commencement of the consultation; and including details of how to
access the consultation documents — which were made available on the Council’'s website and in all of
Council’s offices, customer service centres and the borough's libraries during normal opening hours —
and how to make comments.

10.9 Officers also attended a meeting of the Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC) on 3
August 2016 to make Local Town and Parish Councils aware of the consultation and provide information
on how to make a response.

Website

10.10 The consultation featured on the Council's website, providing links to a dedicated consultation
web page provided on the Council's Local Plan consultation portal. The web page included all of the
consultation documents which were available to view either online or downloaded as PDF documents.

Local media

10.11 A press release was issued on 8 August 2016 entitled ‘Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations
and Detailed Policies’. The press release outlined the purpose of the consultation and the headline
proposals for the preferred approach, and featured in the news section of the Place North West website
on 8 August 2016; in the latest news section of the Planning Portal website on 11 August 2016; and on
the ‘your West Cheshire’ news section of the Council’s website (8 August 2016). The consultation was
also included in the 11 August 2016 Member Briefing, which was also sent to local Parish and Town
Councils.

Responses

10.12 The consultation documentinvited comments on 105 different questions, covering 100 policies,
grouped into 25 policy areas, as summarised in the appendices. A total of 2,825 responses were
received, from 1,266 contributing consultees.

10.13 A number of the representations received related to issues that have already been addressed
through the Local Plan (Part One) Strategic Policies (adopted January 2015), such as the scale and
distribution of housing, or the extent of the Green Belt. The Local Plan (Part Two) follows the overall
strategy set out in the Part One plan and it is not appropriate or justified to seek changes to the strategy
established and agreed in Part One. The Local Plan (Part Two) is there to add the detailed policy and
land allocations required to deliver the strategy set out in Part One. In addition, numerous sites were
put forward for development or designation, in response to several of the questions and policy areas.

10.14 A summary of the main issues raised along with how they have been addressed is provided
in Appendix D 'Preferred Approach consultation summary'. Detailed consideration has been given to
all representations in the course of producing the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed
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Policies and any associated Supplementary Planning Documents. A detailed summary of all of the
representations received and the Council’s response can be found on the Council’s website:

http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/file/4704470

10.15 Full details of all representations received and the Council’s response can be found on the
Council’s consultation portal:

http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_Idf/cw_lp_part_two/pref app?tab=list
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11 Publication Draft consultation

11.1  The Local Plan (Part Two) Publication Draft consultation was carried out in accordance with
Regulations 19, 20 and 35 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations
2012, which require Local Planning Authorities, before submitting a local plan to the Secretary of State,
to make a copy of the proposed submission documents and a statement of representation procedure
available in accordance with the Regulations.

11.2 This is a key stage in the development of the Council's Local Plan (Part Two), as the Publication
Draft plan is essentially the final version of the Local Plan that the Council intends to submit to the
Secretary of State for examination by an independent planning inspector.

11.3 Atits meeting on the 29 November 2017 Cheshire West and Chester Council Cabinet approved
the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies Publication Draft Plan for public
consultation. The document is the version of the plan that the Council considers would be found sound
at examination and then be adopted.

11.4 The purpose of the consultation was to seek views on the legal and procedural compliance of
the Local Plan, the soundness of the Local Plan and whether the Local Plan is in conformity with the
Duty to Cooperate. The tests of ‘soundness’ as set nationally are whether the Plan is positively prepared,
justified, effective and consistent with national policy.

11.5 The consultation was accompanied by a draft policies map which showed the geographical
application of the proposed policies and changes to land use allocations, and a range of supporting
evidence base documents, including a Sustainability Appraisal, which was carried out to test the
sustainability of the Plan, and a Habitats Regulations Assessment which was prepared to evaluate
whether any significant effects of the preferred approach are likely to arise on nearby internationally
important wildlife sites.

11.6 This stage included consultation on the following documents:

Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies — Publication Draft— written policies
Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies — Publication Draft— policies map
Sustainability Appraisal

Habitat Regulations Assessment

Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies Statement of Consultation

Local Plan (Part Two) Publication Draft Statement of Representations Procedure

Consultation process

11.7 Public consultation on the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies —
Publication Draft Plan and associated documents ran for seven weeks from 11 December 2017 to 29
January 2018. All key stakeholders and those registered on the Council's consultation database were
directly notified of the consultation via letter or email.
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11.8 Intotal 6,377 individuals, partners and stakeholders were consulted, including: Town and Parish
Councils; the Council’s Regeneration Boards; Natural England; the Environment Agency; English
Heritage; Sport England; Highways England; neighbouring authorities; landowners; developers; utility
providers; the HSE; environmental groups; education and healthcare bodies; amenity groups;
housebuilders; and voluntary organisations.

Notification

11.9 Notice of the Publication Draft consultation was sent to everyone on the Council's consultation
database, either as a letter or an email, providing details of the consultation dates for the consultation, how
to access the consultation documents — which were made available on the Council’s website and in all
of Council’s offices, customer service centres and the borough's libraries during normal opening hours
— and how to make comments.

11.10 Advance notice of the consultaiton was sent to local Parish and Town councils to enable them
to participate where meetings were not scheduled during the consultation period.

Website

11.11  The consultation featured on the Council's website, providing links to a dedicated consultation
web page provided on the Council's Local Plan consultation portal. The web page included all of the
consultation documents which were available to view either online or downloaded as PDF documents.

Local media

11.12 A press release was issued on 8 December 2017 entitled ‘Local Plan (Part Two) Consultation'.
The press release outlined the purpose of the consultation and the headline policies contained in the
plan; and was featured in the ‘your West Cheshire’ news section of the Council’s website (8 December
2017), as well as appearing on the Chester Archaeological Society's Twitter feed . The consultation
was included in the 7 December 2017 Member Briefing, which was also sent to local Parish and Town
Councils.

Responses

11.13 The consultation document invited comments on 95 different policies and monitoring framework,
grouped into 20 sections. Pursuant to Regulation 20, a total of 906 responses were received, from
218 contributing consultees.

11.14 A summary of the main issues raised is set out in Appendix E 'Publication Draft consultation
summary'. Full details of all representations received can be found on the Council’s consultation portal:

http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_Idf/cw_Ip_part_two/lp_pd/pd


http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/cw_lp_part_two/lp_pd/pd

A Specific and general consultation bodies

A.1  The following list of consultees is based on the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning)
(England) Regulations 2012 (as amended).

A.2 Under Regulation 2 of the 2012 Regulations, the requirement to consult the public includes specific
and general bodies, as well as consulting those residents and/or businesses the Council considers
appropriate.

Specific consultation bodies

Coal Authority

Environment Agency

Historic England

Marine Management Organisation

Natural England

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited

Highways England

Adjoining Local Planning Authorities

Mobile Operators Association

Mobile Phone Operators with apparatus situated in any part of the borough
Health bodies (West Cheshire CCG, Vale Royal CCG, NHS England)
Electricity licence holders

Gas license holders

Sewerage undertakers

Water undertakers

Homes and Communities Agency

General Consultation Bodies

e Voluntary bodies where some or all of whose activities benefit any part of the Local Planning
Authority area

e Bodies which represent the interests of different racial, ethnic or national groups in the Local Planning
Authority area

e Bodies which represent the interests of different religious groups in the Local Planning Authority
area

e Bodies which represent the interests of disabled persons in the Local Planning Authority area

e Bodies which represent the interests of persons carrying on business in the Local Planning Authority
area

Duty to co-operate bodies

e  Environment Agency
e Historic England
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Natural England

Civil Aviation Authority

Homes and Communities Agency

Health bodies (West Cheshire CCG, Vale Royal CCG, NHS England)
Office of Rail Regulation

Integrated Transport Authority

Highways England

Marine Management Organisation

Local Enterprise Partnership

Local Nature Partnership

Other Consultees

A.3 Where appropriate the council will also consult a range of additional organisations in the preparation
of local development documents. Examples of the types of organisations include:

Controllers of waterways and navigation authorities
Airport Operators

Minerals and waste operators and trade associations
Landowners

Fire Authority

House builders and developers

A.4 Thislistis not exhaustive, and consultees will be updated as successor bodies and reorganisations
occur.

Scoping of the Sustainability Appraisal

A.5 There are three statutory bodies that must be consulted on the scope of the sustainability appraisal,
in accordance with the Environmental Assessment of Plan and Programmes Regulation 2004. These
bodies are:

Historic England
Natural England
Environment Agency

A.6 Cheshire West and Chester authority is bordered by Wales to the west and therefore, Natural
Resources Wales and Cadw must also be consulted as the statutory consultees for Strategic
Environmental Assessment.
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Accessing Cheshire West and Chester Council
information and services

Council information is also available in Audio, Braille,
Large Print or other formats. If you would like a copy in
a different format, in another language or require a
BSL interpreter, please email us at
equalitiesfdcheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
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Pokud byste pozadovali informace v jiném jazyce nebo formatu, kontaktujte nas

Jezeli chcieliby Panstwo uzyska¢ informacje w innym jezyku lub w innym formacie,
prosimy da¢ nam znac.
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Turkge bilgi almak istiyorsaniz, bize bagvurabilirsiniz.
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Tel: 0300 123 8 123 Textphone: 18001 01606 867 670
email: equalities@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
web: www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk






