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1 Introduction

Introduction to the scoping report

1.1 This s the scoping report October 2015 update for the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the Cheshire
West and Chester Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies.

1.2 A scoping report brings together the results of the initial stages of the SA process. It sets out
baseline information on a wide range of topics, highlighting key trends, issues and objectives for the
area. A key output of the scoping report is the sustainability framework. This will be used to appraise
the sustainability of the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies.

1.3 This scoping report is based upon that of the Local Plan (Part One) Strategic Policies, but has
been fully revised with reference to the continued relevance of issues, documents, indicators and
objectives. It provides up-to-date baseline information and an up-to-date list of the contextual plans,
programmes and strategies that could influence the preparation of the Council's Local Plan (Part Two)
Land Allocations and Detailed Policies. This background information is the basis of the sustainability
framework that will be used to appraise the Council's forthcoming Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations
and Detailed Policies and future Local Development Documents.




1.4 The updated baseline indicators and contextual documents has revealed that many of the
sustainability issues identified for the work on the Local Plan (Part One) Strategic Policies Sustainability
Appraisal are still relevant. The limited change in local circumstances means that the overarching
sustainability objectives set out in the original sustainability framework have remained fundamentally
unchanged, with only minor amendments to allow for clarity of assessment.

1.5 The scoping report review has been undertaken to meet the requirements of the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF), and the National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG).

1.6 The baseline information and sustainability framework is set out in a series of chapters dealing
with a wide range of sustainability topics as follows:

Climate Change and Energy
Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna
Water

Air

Land and Resources

Waste

Cultural Heritage and Landscape
Population and Human Health
Housing

Community Safety

Economic Development

1.7 For each topic a summary is provided of relevant documents and information sources from which
baseline information has been extracted. This provides a picture of the current situation with regard to
each particular topic. Information on trends is then presented where available and targets included
where they exist. For each topic area key issues and problems are identified, taking account of decisions
already made in the Local Plan (Part One). It also includes sustainability objectives, sub-objectives/criteria
and indicators. A list of all of the sustainability objectives, which together make up the appraisal
framework, is included in the final summary in chapter 14 'Summary'.

1.8 A full list of relevant international, national, regional and local plans, policies and programmes is
included in Appendix A: 'List of plans'.

The Local Plan

1.9 The Unitary Authority of Cheshire West and Chester was established on 1 April 2009 replacing
the former Cheshire County Council, Vale Royal Borough Council, Chester City Council and Ellesmere
Port and Neston Borough Council. The borough covers 916 square kilometres and is the fourth largest
unitary authority in the North West. It is bounded on the west by the Welsh border, to the north by the
Mersey Valley, to the east by Cheshire East and to the south by the Shropshire border. The borough
includes the historic town of Chester, industrial towns of Ellesmere Port, Northwich, and Winsford,
together with smaller settlements such as Neston, Frodsham, Helsby and Malpas.
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The Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan will form the statutory development plan for the borough.
The Local Plan is being developed in two parts, (Part One) Strategic Policies and (Part Two) Land
Allocations and Detailed Policies. The Council's aim is to produce a comprehensive planning framework
to achieve sustainable development in the borough.

The Local Plan (Part One) Strategic Policies provides the overall vision, strategic objectives, spatial
strategy and strategic policies for the borough to 2030. This includes setting out the level and location
of new housing and employment land as well as the identification of a number of strategic sites. The
Local Plan (Part One) was adopted by the council on the 29th January 2015.

1.10 The Council is currently in the process of developing its Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations
and Detailed Policies. Once the Local Plan (Part Two) is in place, this, along with the Local PLan (Part
One) will replace existing saved Local Plan policies which cover the former districts of Chester, Ellesmere
Port and Neston and Vale Royal.



Council Plan

1.11  The Council has identified the most important priorities it is going to take forward in the Council
Plan Altogether Better 2011-15. The detailed priorities are:

Housing which meets the needs of our residents

Improved opportunities to independent living

Dynamic local economy offering real opportunities for all

An excellent transport system which is accessible, safe, well maintained and sustainable
Lower levels of crime and anti social behaviour

First class services which champion and protect our vulnerable adults, families and children
A narrower gap between our most and least disadvantaged communities

Early help and support for children and families

High quality cultural, sport and recreational opportunities

Healthier and more active lifestyles sustainable, resilient and attractive environment
Local people solving local problems

Efficient and responsive services

1.12 It should be noted that the current Council Plan is likely to be replaced soon. The Council Plan
is an important part of the policy context in which the SA of the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations
and Detailed Policies is being carried out and has been used to inform the appraisal framework set out
in this Scoping Report.
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2 Sustainability Appraisal process

21 Planning authorities must ensure that their Local Plans are centred around the concept of
sustainable development. Fundamentally, this is about balancing social, economic and environmental
needs. Crucial to achieving this is the use of Sustainability Appraisal (SA).

2.2 SAis a process that identifies and reports on the likely effects of a plan and the extent to which
the plan’s implementation will impact upon the environmental, social and economic objectives for an
area. The Council's SA must meet the requirements of two principal pieces of legislation:

e The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, and
e The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulation 2004, which seeks to
implement the EU Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive.

2.3 The overall aims of the Council's SA are:

e To ensure that all aspects of sustainable development are fully integrated into the Local Plan (Part
Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies throughout its preparation;

e To consult on the SA procedure, allowing the public and stakeholders to have an input into the
process;

e To provide an assessment of the potential environmental, economic and social effects of the plan;
and

e To meet the requirements of the SEA Directive.

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)

2.4 A SEA Screening Determination for the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed
Policies was undertaken prior to the commencement of the Scoping Report. It has now been updated
in light of the current position in preparation of the Local Plan (Part Two) and current legislation. The
SEA Screening Determination is included within this document at Appendix C: 'SEA Screening
determination'. The Council is of the view that the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed
Policies is likely to have potentially significant environmental effects. Accordingly, the SA of the Local
Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies will incorporate the requirements of an
environmental assessment, in line with the SEA Directive.

2.5 To show how the requirements of the SEA directive are met during the appraisal process, a
checklist is provided in Appendix B: '‘Quality assurance checklist'.

SA methodology

2.6 The following sections contain a brief summary of the key SA stages the Council will complete
during the course of the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies production. The
methodology used follows national guidance on the appraisal of Local Plans.

2.7 There are several stages in the SA process:



Stage A — Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on the scope
Stage B — Developing and refining plan options

Stage C — Appraising the effects of the plan

Stage D — Consulting on the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies and the
SA Report

e Stage E — Monitoring and implementation of the plan

Stage A - Scoping
2.8 This is the current stage and includes five key elements:

e Stage A1 - the identification of key national, regional and local policies and programmes which will
impact on the emerging Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies (see Appendix
A: 'List of plans');

e Stage A2 - the collection of baseline information to provide a picture of past, present and likely
future conditions within the area (see Chapters 3-13). Where possible data trends have been
identified. For the purposes of assessment, it has been assumed that these trends will continue,
as identified, without the implementation of the new policies. Key sources of information include
census data; population forecasts; commissioned studies and stakeholder consultation. Through
this stage, indicators can be developed to monitor the effects and performance of the Local Plan
(Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies;

e Stage A3 - identification of sustainability issues and problems affecting the area, which can be
addressed through the development of strategies and policies within the Local Plan (Part Two)
Land Allocations and Detailed Policies (see Chapters 3-13);

e Stage A4 - development of a SA framework to assess the impacts of the emerging Local Plan (Part
Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies objectives, policies and proposals (see Chapter 14
'Summary');

e Stage A5 - consultation on the appropriateness and robustness of the scope of the SA and proposed
appraisal framework.

Stage B: Developing and refining options and assessing effects

2.9 Stage B will be undertaken alongside the development of Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations
and Detailed Policies. In this stage of the SA, the emerging Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and
Detailed Policies objectives will be tested against the sustainability objectives identified in the Scoping
Report.

2.10 The likely effects of policy options on the baseline information will then be predicted and evaluated
in terms of their significance. Where any potential adverse impacts are identified, mitigation measures
will be proposed accordingly and there may also be opportunities to maximise any beneficial effects.

2.11  Similarly, proposed allocated sites, and their reasonable alternatives, will also be assessed. This
assessment will be based upon the SA objectives identified in this document, where appropriate. To
adequately assess sites more specific information will be required. Without greater clarity as to which
sites are likely to to be allocated, and for what reasons, it is difficult to identify what information will be
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required, and how this assessment will take place. Site profiles will be produced, detailing the relevant
site specific information, in time for the appraisal of the next version of the Local Plan (Part Two) Land
Allocations and Detailed Policies.

212 Monitoring mechanisms for evaluating the significant effects of implementing the Local Plan
(Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies will also be put in place.

Stage C: Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal report

213 The SA report will present information on how sustainability issues have been considered in the
preparation of the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies. It will include references
to the sustainability objectives and how proposals were judged against them. Proposed mitigation
measures for any significant adverse affects, opportunities to maximise positive affects and proposals
for monitoring will also be identified. The SA report will incorporate the Habitats Regulation Assessment,
Health and Equality Impact Assessments on the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed
Policies, where relevant.

Stage D: Consulting on the draft Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies
and the Sustainability Appraisal report

2.14 The draft Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies and accompanying SA
report will then be formally consulted on (with statutory consultees and other relevant stakeholders in
line with the regulations). The results of this consultation will then inform the finalised Local Plan (Part
Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies.

Stage E: Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the Local Plan (Part Two) Land
Allocations and Detailed Policies

215 Following adoption, the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies will be
monitored to test its effects against those predicted in the SA report, and to identify any need to respond
to unforeseen adverse effects. This will be done through the AMR, where possible.

Integration of SA and Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies preparation

216 The table below shows how the SA stages fit into the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations
and Detailed Policies preparation process.



Local Plan (Part
Two) Land
Allocations and

Detailed Policies
Stage

Pre-production
(current stage)

Community involvement and
consultation

This stage involves the authority
gathering evidence and establishing
relevant planning issues for the area.
The authority will seek input from relevant
interested organisations and individuals.

SA stage

Stage A

The SA sets the context, baseline
information and scope of the Local Plan
(Part Two) Land Allocations and
Detailed Policies. There is a statutory
consultation period of 5 weeks on a SA
Scoping Report.

Pre-submission

This is a key stage of plan development
and therefore wide stakeholder input is
important.

Stages Band C

As the Local Plan (Part Two) Land
Allocations and Detailed Policies is
developed, the SA will assess any
social, environmental and economic
effects. This is a continuous process
and will help inform the pre-submission
Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations
and Detailed Policies.

Pre—submission
consultation

At this stage, the version of the document
as amended following earlier consultation
is considered 'sound' by the Council.
Responses made to this stage of
consultation should therefore only be
concerned with matters of ‘soundness’.
The Council will produce a summary of
the main issues raised by the responses
and this will also be examined as part of
the submission material.

Stages C and D

The final SA report will be published
and consulted on alongside the Local
Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and
Detailed Policies during the formal
consultation period.

Submission

Following any revisions made the Council
will formally submit the Local Plan (Part
Two) Land Allocations and Detailed
Policies along with all representations
made to the Secretary of State for
independent examination.

The final SA report will be submitted to
the Inspector alongside the Local Plan
(Part Two) Land Allocations and
Detailed Policies.
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Interaction with other assessments

217 The SA will incorporate other assessments such as Equality Impact Assessment and Health
Impact Assessment where relevant. These assessments will be fed into the SA process and final SA
report as they are carried out.

2.18 In addition work will be undertaken in relation to a Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) of
the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies. This will involve an initial screening
process, followed by a more detailed assessment if required. These assessments will run in parallel
to the SA process. A HRA demonstrates compliance with the EU Habitats Directive. This sets out that
any wildlife sites that have European-level protection, must not be negatively impacted as a result of
new strategies, plans, policies and projects.



3 Climate change and energy

Evidence

3.1 A number of key messages and issues were drawn from the evidence review. The table below

illustrates the messages and issues deemed most relevant and the source documents.

Messagel/issue Relevant documents

Important to address the causes and potential impacts of
climate change including reducing greenhouse gas
emissions in the UK in all sectors by 80% by about 2050
and about 34% by 2020.

Adaptation measures for anticipated climate shifts should
be developed together with tackling water supply, drainage
and flooding issues (including sea and coastal flooding) and
managing the future impact of climate change on
environment, economy and society.

Securing clean affordable energy supplies, including from
renewable energy resources, to address security of supply,
the need to decarbonise electricity generation and likely
rises in electricity demand and prices.

Secure 15% of the country's energy from renewable sources
by 2020, with scope for renewable energy to account for
30-45% of all energy consumed in the UK by 2030.

Deliver zero carbon homes by 2016 and zero-carbon
non-domestic development by 2019.

Reducing carbon emissions from transport and reducing the
need to travel and encourage greater use of sustainable
forms of transport including public transport, walking and
cycling.

Reducing energy use, ensuring high standards of energy
efficiency in new development, improving energy efficiency
in existing buildings and utilising decentralised energy
opportunities.

The high energy use of Stanlow presents a serious challenge
to meeting our renewables targets.

Climate Change Act 2008
Meeting the Energy Challenge: A
White Paper on Energy 2007
Cheshire West and Chester
Sustainable Community Strategy
2010-2026

Climate Change: The UK
Programme 2006

Securing the Future: UK
Government Sustainable
Development Strategy 2005

Our Energy Future: Creating a Low
Carbon Economy

Planning our Electric Future: A
White Paper for Secure, Affordable
and Low-Carbon Electricity 2011
Planning and Energy Act 2008
UK Renewable Energy Strategy
2009

UK Renewable Energy Roadmap
2011

Building a Greener Future: Policy
Statement 2006

Cheshire West and Chester
Affordable Warmth Strategy
2010-2013

Cheshire West and Chester Local
Transport Plan 2011-2026
Cheshire West and Chester Low
Carbon and Renewable Energy
Study 2012
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Messagel/issue Relevant documents

Biomass, Coal Bed Methane (when linked to a renewable
heat scheme) and community scale wind provide the
greatest renewable energy generation potential within the
borough.

Baseline

3.2 Climate change is recognised as one of the biggest threats to the environment, society and
economy of the UK. Over the past 20 years it has become increasingly clear that the current change
in the climate being seen worldwide is a direct result of human activity and the release of greenhouse
gases.

3.3 Carbon dioxide (CO,) is the main gas attributed to causing the greenhouse effect. Since the 19th
century levels of CO, in the earth’s atmosphere have risen by 30% as a result of the use of fossil fuels
in industry, running vehicles and powering homes and businesses. It is important to reduce emissions
of CO,to try to address the future issues climate change may cause.

3.4 The UK has committed itself to reducing CO, emissions by 80% by 2050 with real progress made
by 2020 and has established the need to significantly cut emissions from homes, work and travel. CO,
emissions per capita have fallen slightly between 2010 and 2011.

3.5 The UK currently has a reliance on imported fuels to meets its energy needs and has seen rising
energy costs in recent years. The UK needs to find clean, secure and affordable ways of meeting its
fuel requirements to achieve energy security and to tackle climate change through the reduction in
carbon emissions. The use of renewable and low carbon sources of energy production will have an
important role in helping to minimise CO, emissions whilst also helping to secure future energy supplies.

3.6  Within Cheshire West and Chester there was 13.26 MW of installed renewable energy capacity
in 2013. A regional study has been carried out (2010) to assess the North West's renewable and low
carbon capacity and potential for deployment.

3.7 Nationally there is a requirement for all new homes to be zero carbon by 2016. There is also the
need to improve the energy efficiency of existing homes through improved insulation and heating
systems. Levels of gas and electricity consumption in the borough above the average consumption for
the North West although levels of gas and electricity consumption have fallen each year since 2005.
However, at the current time there is still a reliance on traditional energy supplies to meet the borough's
heat and energy demands.
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Issues

3.8 Issues relating to climate change and renewable energy are dealt with in the Local Plan (Part
One) through policy ENV1 Flood risk and water management. This includes requirements to follow the
sequential approach to determining the suitability of land for development, preventing risk of flooding
elsewhere and incorporation of Sustainable Drainage Systems. Also through policy ENV6 High quality
design and sustainable construction, which states that development should, where appropriate,
incorporate energy efficiency measures and provide for renewable energy generation and mitigate and
adapt to the predicted effects of climate change. Policy ENV7 Alternative energy supplies also provides
support for renewable and low carbon energy proposals. The Local Plan (Part Two) will not repeat
these policies, but may impact on climate change and renewable energy in terms of the allocation of
sites for residential and employment development, as the location may impact on flood risk and energy
use. The implications of climate change will also need to be taken into account in the designation of
sites and areas to protect important habitats and ecological frameworks, as climate change could result
in changes to habitats.

3.9 The table below sets out key issues and problems and explains how they are relevant to the Local
Plan (Part Two).

Communities/ areas most affected

Key issues and problems

Dealing with the impacts of climate change

It is predicted that within the North West the effects of
climate change will have particular impacts on agricultural
practices, on how species and habitats adapt to different
climates, and will lead to sea level rise. There is a need to
ensure new development can adapt to the identified and
projected effects of climate change.

Applies to the whole Cheshire West and
Chester authority area. Sea level rise
may have a particular impact on the
shoreline of the borough and the
residences, industries, and habitats
located there.

Reducing greenhouse gas and carbon emissions

To ensure that new development does not contribute further
to the effects of climate change and the emission of
greenhouse gases, in particular CO,.

Applies to the whole Cheshire West and
Chester authority area.

Improving energy efficiency

The need to ensure all new homes are zero carbon by 2016
and to promote energy efficiency in all new development.
There is also a need to improve energy efficiency in existing
developments, particularly in industrial areas e.g. Stanlow.

Applies to the whole Cheshire West and
Chester authority area.

Renewable and low carbon energy
The need to improve the development, and take up, of
renewable and low carbon energy resources.

Applies to the whole Cheshire West and
Chester authority area, although for some
technologies there will be some
geographical limitations.




Sustainability objectives, criteria and indicators

Sustainability

objective

Address the
need to
mitigate and
adapt to
climate change

Appraisal criteria/sub-objective

Will it reduce the potential impacts of
climate change?

Baseline indicator

None identified

Will it help to minimise and reduce the
emission of greenhouse gases, in
particular CO,?

Total CO, emissions

CO, emissions per capita arising from
domestic; industry and commerce and
transport

Will it ensure that new development is in
accessible locations in order to reduce
the need for car borne travel and/or
encourage sustainable forms of
transport?

None identified

Will it minimise the impacts of flooding?

Relevant planning applications determined
in accordance with policy and/or those
granted contrary to Environment Agency
advice (see Water)

Proportion of applications granted by flood
risk area (see Water)

Will it promote and enhance current green
infrastructure?

None identified

Will it provide opportunities to create
green infrastructure?

None identified

To reduce
energy
consumption,
promote
energy
efficiency and
increase the
use of energy
from
renewable
resources

Will it reduce energy consumption?

Annual average domestic consumption of
electricity (Kilowatt Hours)

Annual average domestic consumption of
gas (Kilowatt hours)

Will it promote energy efficiency?

Housing energy efficiency (SAP rating)

Will it result in an increase in installed
renewable energy capacity?

Amount of renewable energy generation
by installed capacity
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4 Biodiversity, flora and fauna

Evidence

41 A number of key messages and issues were drawn from the evidence review. The table below
illustrates the messages and issues deemed most relevant and the source documents.

Development within the borough could have an impact on wildlife | ¢ Cheshire Biodiversity Action

Message/ issue Relevant document(s)

and nature conservation. Ensure that provision is made for Plans
enhancement, mitigation and protection. e  Green Infrastructure

) ) ) : Framework for North East
Strain on environmental infrastructure from new allocations must Wales, Cheshire and Wirral
be managed. 2011

e The England Biodiversity

Local authorities have a duty to regard the conservation of
Strategy and Progress Report

biodiversity in plan making. There is a need to conserve, protect )
and enhance the borough's most important environmental assets | ® ~ Natural Environment and Rural

(parks, woodland, trees, open and green spaces, wetlands, other Communities (NERC) Act 2006
ecological sites) for their intrinsic value and contribution to quality | ®  Accessible Natural Green
of life, urban cooling/ adaptation to climate changes, image, Space Standards in Towns and
tourism and recreation. Cities

e  Cheshire West and Chester
Providing space for and maintaining and improving biodiversity Open Space Audit and
will be a key consideration in planning green infrastructure Assessment of Need 2011
provision in the borough. e The Natural Choice: Securing

Chester city centre is identified as an area of significant the Value of Nature

opportunity for green infrastructure, with the Chester-Ellesmere
Port corridor, the Mersey Riverbank, and the Winsford and
Mid-Weaver Valley identified as areas of significant need.

Baseline

4.2 As can be seen from the baseline data table there are a number of statutory and non-statutory
designations within the borough as well as species and habitats listed in the Biodiversity Action Plan.
These include European Protected Sites of Nature Conservation Importance; 28 Sites of Special Scientific
Interest; 443 Local Wildlife Sites; 39 Areas of Nature Conservation Value; 6 Local Nature Reserves;
6159 hectares of woodland and 31 Biodiversity Action Plan habitats.

4.3 In 2015, 70.6% of the area of Cheshire West and Chester's SSSIs were in a favourable condition.

However, of the remaining area, the greater part of the following SSSIs were in an unfavourable condition:
Abbots Moss, Bar Mere, Bickerton Hill, Black Lake, Flaxmere Moss, Hatch Mere, Hallwood Farm Marl
Pitt, Hatton's Hey Wood, Whittle's Corner and Bank Rough, Linmer Moss, Little Budworth Common,



Mersey Estuary, Oak Mere, Pettypool Brook Valley, River Dee (England), Well Rough and Long,
Wimboldsley Wood, and Witton Lime Beds.

4.4 The maintenance and enhancement of biodiversity will be a key consideration in planning for
green infrastructure in the borough. Green infrastructure is the network of multi functional green and
blue spaces, wildlife sites and greenway linkages which unite town and country which provide a wide
range of social, economic and environmental benefits.
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Issues

4.5 Issues relating to biodiversity, flora and fauna are dealt with in the Local Plan (Part One) through
policy ENV4 Biodiversity and geodiversity, which identifies and protects sites and features of international,
national and local importance. Also, policy ENV3 Green Infrastructure which supports a network of
green spaces, water bodies, and other natural elements across the borough. The Local Plan (Part Two)
will not repeat these policies, but may impact on biodiversity and geodiversity in terms of the allocation
of sites for residential and employment development, as the location may impact on biodiversity and
habitats. The allocation of sites for biodiversity and geodiversity purposes will also have a significant
impact.

4.6 The table below sets out key issues and problems and explains how they are relevant to the Local
Plan (Part Two).

Key issues and problems Communities/ areas most

affected

Information on wildlife habitats and protected species An issue for the whole of Cheshire
Lack of up-to-date information about the extent and condition of | West and Chester.
wildlife habitats and protected species.

Impact of future development on biodiversity, flora and fauna | An issue for the whole of Cheshire

West and Chester.
Development within the borough will have an impact on wildlife

and nature conservation and provision must be made for
mitigation, protection and enhancement.

Biodiversity and green infrastructure An issue for the whole of Cheshire
The role of biodiversity in planning for green infrastructure should | West and Chester.
be recognised as well as the wider links between biodiversity,
landscape and waterways across the borough.
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Vulnerability of non statutory designations An issue for the whole of Cheshire
There are few statutorily designated conservation sites. The West and Chester.

balance of non-statutory conservation sites may be more
vulnerable to development pressure and lack of management.




Sustainability objectives, criteria and indicators

Sustainability

objective

To protect and

enhance the
borough’s
biodiversity
and wildlife
habitats.

Appraisal criteria/ sub-objective

Will it protect and promote effective
management of the borough's sites of
ecological and nature conservation
importance?

Baseline indicator

The percentage area of land designated
as sites of special scientific interest (SSSI)
within the local authority area in favourable
condition.

Number and total area of new statutory and
non-statutory nature conservation sites.

Will it provide opportunities for the
enhancement and creation of habitats
and to foster species conservation,
diversity and resilience to climate
change?

Number and total area of internationally
and nationally designated nature
conservation sites.

Will it maintain, enhance and increase
(rural and urban) tree cover and
woodlands?

Tree planting in rural and urban areas.
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5 Water

Evidence

5.1

A number of key messages and issues were drawn from the evidence review. The table below

illustrates the messages and issues deemed most relevant and the source documents.

Messagel/issue

Need for an integrated approach to all aspects of the
sustainable management of the water cycle including water
demand, water supply, water quality, surface water drainage
and river and coastal flooding.

Development plan policies should take account of
environmental issues such as the protection of groundwater
from contamination, avoiding new development in areas of
flood risk and sea level rise.

To ensure the quality of land, air and water and the potential
impacts from new development are considered through the
planning process. To control and minimise pollution in line
with sustainable development.

Ensure that flood risk is taken into account at all stages of the
planning process, avoiding inappropriate development and
directing new development away from areas of highest risk.
This is a particular concern in some areas of Chester,
Northwich and Winsford.

Prepare and implement strategies that help deliver sustainable
development by appraising risk, managing risk, reducing risk
and taking a partnership approach.

New development should incorporate sustainable drainage
schemes and encourage water efficiency.

To take a holistic approach to water management and
biodiversity. Environmental quality (including air, coastal and
inland waters) should be protected and enhanced.

To maximise opportunities of our waterways for recreation
and leisure. To promote inland waterways encouraging a
modern, integrated and sustainable approach to their use.

Locate development where there is spare capacity in the
existing waste water supply and waste water treatment,
sewage and surface water mains capacity.

Relevant document(s)

Local Plan (Part One) Strategic
Policies

European Floods Directive 2007
Flood and Water Management
Act 2010

Water Framework Directive
Cheshire West and Chester
Preliminary Flood Risk
Assessment Nov 2011

Defra: Making Space for Water
Biodiversity 2020 DEFRA
Future Water, DEFRA, 2008
Cheshire West and Chester
Water Cycle Strategy 2010
NPPF 2012

Local Government Association:
Framework to assist the
development of the Local
Strategy for Flood Risk
Management

United Utilities Water Resource
Management Plan March 2015
Weaver Gowy and River Dee
Catchment Flood Management
Plan

Dee Valley Water Resource
Management Plan 2015

North West River Basin
Management Plan

Water for Life and Livelihoods
Cheshire West and Chester
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment
2008 and SFRA Update 2015




Messagel/issue Relevant document(s)

Ensure an adequate water supply . e AreaFlood Risk Assessments for
River Dee - Need to make the best use of existing water Northwich and Winsford
resources, including improving water efficiency measures. e Cheshire West and Chester -
Rivers Weaver and Dane - no data available. Local Flood Risk Management

_ : Strategy - Consultation Draft Aug
To achieve good status/good potential for all waters by 2027. 2015

The Local Plan should not cause the loss of potential to
achieve this and where practicable contribute to enhancing
water quality.

Commitment to reduce pollution, promote sustainable use of
water, protection of drinking water and help reduce effects of
floods and droughts.

Focus on the protection, improvement and sustainable use of
the water environment.

To ensure that there is sufficient capacity of water supply and
sewage treatment to support sustainable growth and to
address flood risk issues that arise as a result of the growth
proposals

To continue to ensure there are no adverse impacts on the
River Dee and Estuary SPA from increased abstraction and
wastewater discharges.

Baseline

5.2 Flood risk in Cheshire West and Chester may come from a range of sources, the main ones being
fluvial (from rivers) and tidal (from the sea). Other sources may include groundwater, sewage and
artificial sources (e.g. canals).

5.3 The main rivers in Cheshire West and Chester include the River Dee, the River Dane, River
Weaver and River Gowy. The Manchester Ship Canal also runs through the area, and the Mersey
Estuary lies to the north. The areas particularly vulnerable to flood risk include:

e Northwich - this is the area at greatest risk of flooding due to three river catchments converging
in the town centre. The SFRA identifies that the area is both at risk of flooding but also an area
suitable for large scale regeneration through the Northwich Vision. An Area Flood Risk Assessment
(AFRA) has consequently been undertaken to assess the risks further. It identifies that the
vulnerability of key regeneration sites, applies the sequential test and makes recommendations for
appropriate mitigation measures to be developed. Intensification of development would result in
the loss of floodplain storage within the town centre. A Flood Mitigation Study was undertaken to
identify possible solutions to this issue, however, this concluded that providing upstream storage
on the River Dane would not result in peak water levels or floodrisk downstream in Northwich. The
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Environment Agency and CWaC have secured £4million to design and build a sustainable flood
risk management scheme in Northwich. The scheme seeks to reduce the risk of flooding from the
Rivers Dane and Weaver to around 700 local homes and businesses. Construction started in March
2015.

e Chester - the River Dee runs through the centre and there is a risk of both tidal and fluvial flooding.
Flood defences through the City centre offer protection from tidal flooding. The Sealand Basin to
the west of Chester city centre is at risk of flooding from the Finchetts Gutter and Sealand Main
Drain. This area acts as a flood storage reservoir during a flood event and is designed to a high
standard of protection. The SFRA contains data from Environment Agency Breach Analysis modelling
and the Sealand Basin would be flooded to significant depths in all of the breach scenarios
considered. An up-to-date assessment of this area is provided through the SFRA Update 2015.

e Winsford: The town is at risk of flooding from the Weaver Navigation. Regeneration areas within
the town may also be at risk and the AFRA sets out recommendations to reduce the vulnerability
of these areas.

e Ince Marshes is lowlying reclaimed marshland following the dredging of the Manchester Ship
Canal. The area is at risk of both fluvial and tidal flooding. There may also be a risk of flooding from
the Manchester Ship Canal. Likewise, parts of Ellesmere Port waterfront may also be at risk of
flooding from the Ship Canal.

e Rivacre Brook: This watercourse presents the greatest flood risk within the Ellesmere Port area.
For the majority of the course the Rivacre Brook is confined by steep topography on both banks.
However, the floodplain extends in Great Sutton around Farmers Heath and Manor Park. Flooding
from Rivacre Brook in Great Sutton occurs on a regular basis.

e Stanlow: The Environment Agency's flood zone maps show that much of the Stanlow complex is
at risk of flooding, however these do not take account of flood defences. The flood hazard for the
whole of the complex is high, however flooding would only occur if the extensive flood alleviation
scheme failed.

5.4 The area's waterways are also an important part of the green infrastructure within Cheshire West
and Chester. A Green Infrastructure Feasibility Study has been undertaken by the Mersey Dee Alliance
exploring the green infrastructure objectives for the River Dee area, and how this could enable
sub-regional growth. The River Dee is designated as a site of European importance (SAC) and the
estuary a SPA and Ramsar site. There are also a number of other nature conservation designations
linked to the area's waterways (SSSI's, SBl's etc) and they form important features in the landscape.
Rivers are home to nationally rare flora and fauna and also locally important species and habitats.
Therefore maintaining and improving water quality is important. Water quality is also influenced by a
number of factors outside the control of the planning system (e.g. agriculture).

5.5 A holistic Water Cycle Study has been undertaken for the borough to assess the potential impact
of new growth on water quality limits, supply and demand. The main overall findings include:

e growth in the borough will not be constrained by water resource availability;

e water quality in many location in the borough is of poor ecological status and although not a direct
constraint to growth it will require close liaison with the Environment Agency;

e new development within or near to Groundwater Source Protection Zones will need to consider
appropriate mitigation to prevent contamination; rainfall and surface water levels will be vulnerable



to climate change and demand for water from agriculture is likely to increase with warmer drier
summers;

e the potential impacts on international and national sites of conservation importance identified include
surface water run off from new development, water discharge and water abstraction.
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Issues

5.6 Issues relating to flood risk and water management are dealt with through policy ENV1 in the
Local Plan (Part One). This seeks to reduce flood risk, promote water efficiency measures, and protect
and enhance water quality through a series of mechanisms. The Local Plan (Part Two) will not repeat
these policies, but may impact on flood risk and water management through the allocation of sites and
may include more detailed policies on these issues.
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Key issues and problems

Flood risk

There is a need to minimise the risk of flooding from all
sources arising from new development. New
development should be steered to areas of lowest risk,
and designed to manage surface water run off (with the
use of Sustainable Drainage Systems being
encouraged).

Communities/areas most affected

Chester, Northwich, Winsford, part of
Frodsham, and Ince Marshes, may be at risk
of flooding. Communities on the shoreline
may be at risk as a result of climate change,
together with some localised flooding in
smaller villages (e.g. Farndon). Additional
areas may also be at increased risk of
flooding as a result of climate change.

Water supply and water efficiency

There should be sufficient water capacity to
accommodate new growth and development, with water
efficiency measures in order to make the best use of
existing resources.

An issue for the whole of Cheshire West and
Chester.

Water quality and green infrastructure

The risk of water pollution arising from new development
should be minimised. Water courses are valuable
ecological habitats and landscape features, and
contribute to the provision of Green Infrastructure. In
addition, waterways are also a valuable
recreational/leisure resource.

Issue for the whole of Cheshire West and
Chester. Particularly important in the urban
areas of Chester, Winsford and Northwich.

Sustainability Appraisal criteria / sub-objective

objective

To minimise the | Will it reduce the risk of flooding e.g.
risk of flooding. | encourage the integration of mitigation

Sustainability objectives, criteria and indicators

Baseline indicator

Relevant planning applications
determined in accordance with policy




Sustainability

objective

Appraisal criteria / sub-objective

measures such as SUDs into new
development?

Baseline indicator

and/or those granted contrary to
Environment Agency advice

Is new development directed towards
areas of least risk, dependant on the
compatibility of the proposed use?

Proportion of applications granted by
flood risk area

Flood Risk areas within Cheshire West
and Chester

To protect,
maintain and
improve the
quality of water
resources,
minimise the
risk of pollution
and improve
water
efficiency.

Will the Plan protect, maintain and improve
the quality of water resources?

Number of planning applications granted
contrary to the advice of the
Environment Agency on water quality
grounds

Will the Plan minimise the risk of pollution
arising from new development?

Water quality/ecological status of Rivers

Will the plan encourage water efficiency
and promote the use of grey-water
recycling / rainwater harvesting?

None identified.

leuld GL0zZ (om] Ued) ue|d [Bo0T - woday Buidoog |jesieiddy Ayjjiqeuieisng [1I9uno? 19)sayo pue }Sapp a11Iysayo G¢



w
(<2}
(2]
=
13
(2]
=2
=
(1
(13
(7]
A
Q
=]
o
(2]
=2
13
n
@
D
=
o
o
[=
=]
8,
(%)
C
(2]
@
o)
]
Q
=3
E
<
>
o
©
=
)
[72]
Q
%)
Q
o
T,
>
«Q
Pyl
[0)
e}
o
N
1
.
o
Q
L
3
Q
=]
~
5
Q
-
_|
2
o
N
o
-
(&)}
T
]
o

6 Air
Evidence

6.1 A number of key messages and issues were drawn from the evidence review. The table below
illustrates the messages and issues deemed most relevant and the source documents.

Messagel/issue Relevant document(s)

Preventing both new and existing development from e NPPF 2012

contributing to or being put at unacceptable risk from air e  Cheshire West and Chester Air
pollution. Quality Progress Report 2013

e  The Air Quality Strategy for
England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland, DEFRA, 2007

Cumulative impact of new development on air quality

Targets set for key pollutants: benzene, 1,3-Butadiene, carbon
monoxide, lead, nitrogen dioxide, sulphur dioxide, small
particles (PM,,)

Potential to exceed of annual mean air quality objective for
nitrogen dioxide at various roadside locations across the
borough with particular concern at the Ellesmere Port and
Boughton AQMA, and potential concern at Frodsham.

Baseline

6.2 A major cause of air quality problems are the emissions of nitrogen oxides and particulate matter
from vehicle exhausts. Serious health problems such as respiratory, cardiovascular illness and even
premature death can also be associated with air pollution. The effects are most commonly felt by
sensitive and vulnerable groups such as the infirm, people with asthma, children and the elderly. It is
also often the case that those living in deprived areas suffer the worst air pollution. Air pollution can
have impacts upon the natural environment, in particular on sensitive habitats and species, which need
to be closely monitored and the causes identified.

6.3 The authority is required to assess and where necessary monitor the concentrations of key
atmospheric pollutants, primarily those that represent a threat to human health, but also those thought
to adversely affect vegetation. Where objectives are unlikely to be met, an Air Quality Management
Area (AQMA) must be declared, and an Air Quality Action Plan implemented to improve air quality.

6.4 There are two Air Quality Management Areas covering a relatively small proportion of Cheshire
West and Chester. These are located on the A5032 Whitby Road/ Station Road in central Ellesmere
Port and Boughton gyratory in Chester city centre. The 2010 air quality Assessment concluded that it
would be necessary to extend the boundary of the Boughton AQMA, which was formalised in August
2011. An Air Quality Action Plan is already in place for the AQMA within Ellesmere Port and one is in



the process of being produced for Boughton. The primary reason for their designation is emissions of
nitrogen dioxide (NO,) from vehicular traffic in these areas.

6.5 Akey measure set out in the Air Quality Strategies is to ensure the planning system is used where
possible to minimise the impact of new development and where possible reduce local air pollution.
Local planning is one of the few areas a local authority can directly influence air quality impact.
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Issues

6.6 Issues relating to air are dealt with in the Local Plan (Part One) through policy SOC5 Health and
Wellbeing, which sets out that development giving rise to significant adverse impacts on air quality will
not be permitted. The Local Plan (Part Two) will not repeat this policy, but will give additional details
about the impact of new development on air quality. The impact on air quality will also need to be taken
into account when allocating sites for development.

6.7 The table below sets out key issues and problems and explains how they are relevant to the Local
Plan (Part Two).

Air quality and health An issue for the whole of Cheshire West and
Air quality can have a significant impact on people's | Chester.
health, such as increasing incidences of respiratory

Key issues and problems Communities/ areas most affected

illness
Transport emissions A particular problem along the A5032 Whitby
Poor air quality in Cheshire West and Chester is Road/ Station Road in central Ellesmere Port

recognised by the presence of two AQMAs where | and along the Boughton gyratory in Chester
acceptable levels of pollution are exceeded primarily | city centre.
caused by NO2 emissions from vehicles

Impacts of new development of air quality across | An issue for the whole of Cheshire West and

the borough Chester and in particular any development in
Take appropriate action to identify, prevent or mitigate | the vicinity of Boughton gyratory where the
air quality problems emerging arising from new need to carefully assess the impacts of new
development elsewhere in Cheshire West and development in this area have been idenfied.
Chester

Impacts of new development of air quality in A particular problem along the A5032 Whitby
AQMAs Road/ Station Road in central Ellesmere Port
To ensure that new development can proceed without | and along the Boughton gyratory in Chester
a detrimental impact on existing areas of poor air city centre.

quality
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Sustainability objectives, criteria and indicators

Sustainability

objective

To protect air
quality where it is
of a high
standard and to
improve it
elsewhere

Appraisal criteria/ sub-objective

Will it improve or have an
insignificant effect on local air
quality, ensuring minimum impact
on people's health?

Baseline indicator

Annual average background nitrogen dioxide

concentration in AQMAs (ug/m’)

Number of Air Quality Management Areas
(AQMAS)

Will it encourage the use of clean
technologies and working
practises and a shift to more
sustainable modes of transport?

Number of tonnes of NOx emitted annually
from road transport

Number of tonnes of PM10 emitted annually
from road transport
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7 Land and resources

Evidence

7.1 A number of key messages and issues were drawn from the evidence review. The table below
illustrates the messages and issues deemed most relevant and the source documents.

Message/lssue Relevant document(s)

Protect the North Cheshire Green Belt. e NPPF 2012

e Rural Strategy, DEFRA, 2004

e  The Future Sub-Regional
Apportionment in Cheshire

Encourage development to previously developed land.

Need to protect the best and most versatile agricultural land

and protect soil quality. 2005-2020
e  Cheshire West and Chester Local
Requirement to produce on average approximately 0.8 million Aggregate Assessment 2014

tonnes of sand and gravel each year to meet Cheshire West
and Chester's apportionment figures for aggregate provision

The need to take account of the contribution of secondary
and recycled aggregates in construction as an alternative to
primary won products

Baseline

7.2 The North Cheshire Green Belt is a major designation in the borough and covers 42% of the land
area (39,230 hectares). Green Belt surrounds much of the area around the City of Chester and most
of the land between Chester and Ellesmere Port and Chester and Northwich. Green Belts have the
fundamental aim of preventing urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open; prevent neighbouring
towns from merging; assisting in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment; preserving the
setting and character of historic towns and aiding regeneration by encouraging the reuse of derelict and
other urban land.

7.3 The area of land that is considered vacant and derelict has decreased in the authority between
2002 and 2009. A relatively high percentage of new housing is being built on previously developed
land, although this is lower than the level in previous years. During the 2014/15 period, 56% of housing
completions recorded during the monitoring period were on previously developed land, 27% of greenfield
land and 17% on sites that were a mix of greenfield and previously developed land.

7.4 Employment completions on previously developed land were high in 2012-13, but a slightly lower
level than in 2009-10.

7.5 Agricultural land quality across the Cheshire area is generally good, with over 70% being of Grade
3 or above. Data for Cheshire West and Chester is difficult to get directly. The figure below illustrates
the provisional Agricultural Land Classification for the whole of Cheshire



Map 7.1 Agricultural Land Quality in Cheshire West and Chester

Agricultural Land Classification /(> Cheshire West
I Grade 1 & and Chester

-] Grade 2
- Grade 3
- Grade 4
- Grade 5
[ Non Agricultural land

- Urban areas

This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material
with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the
Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office. © Crown copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may
lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
Cheshire West and Chester Council. 100049046 2011.

7.6 Soils in the borough are predominantly slow permeable loams and clays although the Sandstone
Ridge (running down the eastern part of the borough) is characterised by freely draining loamy and
sandy soils. The marshland/coastal flats near the areas of Frodsham/Helsby and near Parkgate/Neston
are naturally wet loamy and clayey soils.

7.7 The key mineral resources present in the borough are sand and gravel, salt and coalbed methane.
There are currently two active sand and gravel sites within the borough (Crown Farm Quarry in Delamere
and Forest Hill Quarry in Sandiway).

7.8 Salt is present in extensive areas underlying the borough in both its solid form as rock salt and
in solution form as brine. Rock salt is currently mined underground at the Winsford Rock Salt Mine,which
currently has a mine capacity of around 2.25 million tonnes per year. The Winsford Rock Salt Mine is
considered to be a nationally significant resource of rock salt. The voids created by the extraction are
also of strategic importance being used for document storage (archiving services) and contributing to
hazardous waste storage capacity.
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7.9 Saltis also extracted in solution form as brine at the Holford Brinefields. The brine is extracted
at numerous brine wells which supply works at Northwich for use in industrial processes. Some of the
cavities created at the Holford Brinefields also contribute to the nationally significant storage of natural
gas, whilst others are left full of brine.

7.10 Coalalso underlies the borough but no extraction currently takes place. In addition hydrocarbons
are found in both conventional and unconventional form in sandstone and limestone reservoirs beneath
the borough in the form of coalbed methane and shale gas. There are currently five permitted exploratory
borehole sites and two sites which also have permission for the production phase of coalbed methane
extraction. These permission do not allow for the exploration, appraisal and/or production of shale gas.
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Issues

7.11 Policy STRAT 2 Strategic Development in the Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan (Part One)
sets the overall level of development within the borough and states that over the period of 2010 to 2030
the Plan will deliver at least:

e 22,000 new dwellings
e 365 hectares of land for employment development to meet a range of types and sizes of site.

7.12 This sets the context for the use of land in the borough. Policy STRAT 3 Chester refers specifically
to the delivery of at least 5,200 new dwellings in Chester, of which in the region of 1,300 dwellings will
be provided through Green Belt release. Policy STRAT 9 provides a policy to protect the Green Belt
and countryside and limit development to specific types only. Policy STRAT 1 encourages the use and
redevelopment of previously developed land and buildings in sustainable locations that are not of high
environmental value and states that the loss of greenfield land and high grade agricultural land should
be minimised. It also states that new development should ensure the prudent use of our natural finite
resources whilst promoting the re-use, recovery and recycling of materials.

7.13 Policy ENV 9 Minerals supply and safeguarding makes provision for the steady and adequate
supply of natural minerals, specifically aggregate sand and gravel through the maintenance of a seven
year landbank. Policy ENV 9 also makes provision for the allocation of specific sites and preferred
areas through the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies plan. It ensures the
prudent use of our natural finite resources through support for proposals which enable the use of
secondary or recycled material and ensuring the sustainable use of brine and salt. Policies in the Local
Plan (Part Two) will support policy ENV 9 and provide greater detail relating to operational requirements,
restoration, alongside identifying those areas considered suitable for the future extraction of minerals
and will therefore have an impact on land and resources.

7.14 All policies within the Local Plan (Part One) have already been subject to a SA incorporating the
requirements of SEA and HRA. The scope of the SA for the Local Plan (Part Two) is limited to those
policies that will be provided within the plan and the necessary allocations to meet the requirements of
policies in the Local Plan (Part One) and (Part Two).

7.15 The table below sets out key issues and problems and explains how they are relevant to the
Local Plan (Part Two).

Key issues and problems Communities/ areas most affected

Pressure on Green Belt from new development Communities in and adjoining the
The need to protect Green Belt coming under increased North Cheshire Green Belt.
pressure from new development. This is dealt with through
Local Plan (Part One) Policy STRAT 9, but is also relevant
to the allocation of sites for development within the Local Plan
(Part Two).




Key issues and problems Communities/ areas most affected

Bringing Previously Developed Land back into use
Ensuring that previously developed land is brought back into
use. This is dealt with through Local Plan (Part One) Policy
STRAT 1, but is also relevant to the allocation of sites for
development within the Local Plan (Part Two).

An issue for the whole of Cheshire
West and Chester, but particularly
urban areas.

Ensuring an adequate and steady supply of minerals
The need to meet the apportionment figures for land won
sand and gravel and ensure a 7 year land bank.

An issue for the areas with sand and
gravel deposits in Cheshire West and
Chester.

Prudent use of natural resources and using secondary
and recycled materials in new development

Ensuring the prudent use of natural resources to protect
natural reserves including minerals reserve and promoting
the use of secondary and recycled materials as an alternative
to primary resources

An issue for the whole of Cheshire
West and Chester but particularly
developers and the construction
industry and communities in areas of
minerals extraction in the borough.

Sustainability objectives, criteria and indicators

Sustainability objective

Appraisal criteria/
sub-objective

To reduce the
consumption on natural

Will it result in the prudent use of
natural resources?

Baseline indicator

Production of Primary Won Aggregates

resources —
Will it promote the use of

secondary/recycled aggregates?

Production of Secondary and Recycled
Aggregates

To protect land and soil
quality

Will it impact on the extent and
quality of soils?

Area of Best and Most Versatile
Agricultural Land

To optimise the re-use of
of previously developed
land and buildings

Will it promote development on
brownfield land?

Percentage of new and converted
dwellings built on previously developed
land

Percentage of employment floorspace
completed on previously developed
land
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8 Waste

Evidence

8.1 A number of key messages and issues were drawn from the evidence review. The table below
illustrates the messages and issues deemed most relevant and the source documents.

Message/ issue Relevant document(s)

Need to reduce the amount of waste arising (from | ¢ Securing the Future: UK Sustainable

all waste streams - Municipal Solid Waste; Development Strategy

Commercial and Industrial waste and Construction, | ¢ Cheshire Consolidated Joint Municipal Waste

Demolition and Excavation Wastes) and to Management Strategy

decouple waste and economic growth e Cheshire East and Cheshire West and
Chester Councils Waste Needs Assessment

To see waste as a resource and to work towards Report 2011

a zero waste economy e National Planning Policy for Waste 2014

Need to deliver sustainable waste management
through the application of the waste hierarchy by
prevention, preparation for re-use, recycling, other
recovery and disposal to landfill as a last resort.

Requirement to meet EU Landfill Directive targets
for diverting biodegradable municipal waste from
landfill.

Communities must take responsibility for their own
waste and planning authorities must assist in
delivering the waste management facilities to meet
the waste management needs of their
communities.

Need to reduce fly tipping and for better prevention
and detection and enforcement against fly tipping
and other illegal waste activity to reduce the costs
of clear up operation.

Baseline
Waste

8.2 The Government’s overall objective for waste is to protect human health and the environment by
producing less waste and using it as a resource wherever possible. The emphasis is on reducing the
volume of waste produced initially, then increasing the volume of waste which is re-used and recycled.
This will significantly reduce the amount of residual waste which is disposed of at landfill.



8.3 Levels of the production of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW), mainly waste collected from households
and at household waste recycling centres, had been falling, but has seen a small recent rise. Levels of
recycling and composting of municipal waste have increased significantly since 2003/04 resulting in a
reduction in the amount of municipal waste being sent to landfill since this time. The need to reduce the
amount of waste going to landfill is driven by EU legislation which sets restrictions on the amount of
biodegradable waste that can be sent to landfill. Alternative forms of waste treatment for the final
disposal of waste as alternatives to landfill are required.

8.4 Commercial and Industrial is the second largest waste stream in Cheshire West and Chester
behind Construction, Demolition and Excavation waste. Recycling rates for commercial and industrial
waste are improving.

8.5 Nationally the emphasis is on developing new types of waste management facilities to deliver
sustainable waste management including new facilities that take residual waste for treatment and
produce an end product that can re-used. For example waste can be treated to provide a Refuse
Derived Fuel (RDF) or Solid Recovered Fuel (SRF) or biogas which can be used as a renewable energy
source for heat and power. Proposals for new types of waste management facilities for re-use, recycling
and treatment with energy recovery and are being brought forward in the borough although not all are
as yet operational.

8.6 Flytipping incidents in Cheshire West and Chester have increased over the recent years. However,
the authority has measures in place to control flytipping and to encourage the reporting of incidences.
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Issues

8.7 Policy ENV 8 Managing Waste of the Local Plan (Part One) Strategic Policies sets out how the
borough's waste management needs will be met, including the safeguarding of sites for waste uses
which have planning permission. Policy ENV 8 also supports the development of farm scale anaerobic
digestion facilities. The Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies plan will provide
additional detailed development management policies for the management of waste. These additional
policies will impact on waste in terms of arisings and management in the borough.

Key issues and problems

for disposal

To meet the requirements of the EU Landfill Directive, including
restrictions on the amount of Biodegradable Municipal waste that
can be landfilled, and the rising cost of landfill as a result of the
landfill tax.

Need to significantly reduce the amount of waste sent to landfill

Communities/ areas most
affected

An issue for the whole of
Cheshire West and Chester

Delivery of new waste management facilities to meet the
borough's waste management needs

To ensure communities take responsibility for their own waste, and
for planning authorities to assist in delivering the waste management
facilities necessary to meet communities waste management needs.

An issue for the whole of
Cheshire West and Chester

Sustainability objectives, criteria and indicators

Sustainability Appraisal criteria/ sub-objective Baseline indicator

objective

Achieve Will it encourage a reduction in the Municipal Solid Waste Arisings
sustainable amount of waste produced? Kilogrammes of household waste collected
waste per head

management Total amount of Commercial and Industrial
by reducing Waste

the production




Sustainability

objective

of waste,
increasing
opportunities
for recycling
and reducing
the amount of
waste being
sent for final
disposal to
landfill

Appraisal criteria/ sub-objective

Will it encourage increased recycling
and composting and achieve the
diversion targets for waste away from
landfill?

Baseline indicator

% of Municipal Solid Waste landfilled

% of Commercial and Industrial Waste
landfilled / land Recovered

% of Municipal Solid Waste recycled and
composted

% of Municipal Solid Waste sent for energy
recovery

% of Commercial and Industrial Waste
recycled

Will it result in new or enhanced waste
management facilities to meet the waste
management needs of the area?

Capacity of new waste management
facilities by waste planning authority

Will it result in improvement in the
management of fly tipping and reduction
in the number of incidences of fly

tipping?

Number of fly-tipping incidents
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9 Cultural heritage and landscape

Evidence

9.1

A number of key messages and issues were drawn from the evidence review. The table below

illustrates the messages and issues deemed most relevant and the source documents.

Message/ issue

Landscape plays an important role in well-being. Public authorities
should adopt policies and measures for protecting, managing and
planning landscapes so as to maintain and improve landscape
quality. These policies and measures should cover the cultural,
man-made or natural components of landscape

Protect archaeological heritage as a source of collective memory
and as an instrument for historical and scientific study. Archaeological
remains are finite and irreplaceable. They contain valuable
information about our past, are part of our national identity and are
valuable both for their own sake and for their role in education, leisure
and tourism.

Enhance and protect the natural and built environments and their
settings. The historic environment and its heritage assets should
be conserved and enjoyed for the quality of life they bring to this and
future generations.

Chester is an important historic city both locally and nationally which
is currently experiencing a number of challenges for its future. Its
archaeology, historic buildings and townscape are under pressure
through demands for modern retail and office needs, redevelopment
and new development. It is important to understand the existing
character of the city and the capacity to which it can accommodate
development and future change.

Landscape is important for making a place unique and providing
local distinctiveness. Landscape has economic value, providing the
setting for economic activity and attracting businesses and tourism,
social and community value through contributing to sense of identity
and wellbeing and environmental value.

Protect important sites of geological and geomorphological interest

Relevant document(s)

Local Plan (Part One)
Strategic Policies
Cheshire Historic
Environment Record
European Landscape
Convention 2000
European Convention on
the Protection of
Archaeological Heritage
1992

Chester Historic
Characterisation Study
2011

Cheshire Historic Towns
Survey 2007

Statutory List of Buildings
of Archaeological Interest
Register of Historic
Battlefields
Conservation Area
Appraisal Management
Plans

Town and Village Design
Statements

Cheshire Landscape
Character Assessment
2008

Cheshire Historic
Landscape
Characterisation Project
Study 2007

Cheshire Regional Local
Geodiversity Action Plan
2004




Message/ issue Relevant document(s)

Importance of design and management of streets and open spaces | e  Streets for All North West
(2006)

Baseline

9.2 Heritage Assets and the wider Historic Environment are important for the contribution they make
to cultural heritage and helping to provide an understanding of history for present and future generations.

9.3 Listed Buildings, Scheduled Monuments, and Conservation Areas are the key formally designated
built heritage features located within Cheshire West and Chester. There are a total of 2,498 Listed
Building Entries, 118 Scheduled Monuments, and 96 Conservation Areas distributed throughout the
authority area. Although many of these sites are located within and around Chester City Centre, the
whole district has a rich and varied heritage, reflected in the strong value of the areas historic
environment. International, national and local programmes together provide a framework for the
appropriate conservation of these features, recommending that policies and measures are formulated
for their protection. Cheshire West and Chester has 33 entries on the Heritage at Risk Register, held
by English Heritage. These consist of 19 Listed Buildings Entries and 14 Scheduled Monuments. The
Heritage at Risk Register only include Grade i and ii* Listed Building Entries. There is also the potential
for undesignated assets and archaeology on some sites.

9.4 Cheshire-wide there are 20 different landscape character areas, with a diverse range located
within Cheshire West and Chester, from coastal to sandstone ridges. There are also 12 Historic
Landscape Character groups, consisting of 34 character types, which can be used to assess capacity
to accommodate change. It is important that the character of the landscape is understood when
considering how it might change, so that any change will be for the better. A Landscape Character
Survey for Cheshire West and Chester is currently being undertaken as part of the evidence base work
for the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies.

9.5 Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites (RIGS) is a non-statutory designations
intended to help protect areas of geological importance. These can be designated for scientific
significance, aesthetics, historical importance or educational purposes. Cheshire West and Chester has
a number of sites of importance, some crossing administrative boundaries.

9.6 The Cheshire West and Chester Open Space Audit and Assessment of Need is currently being
updated. The study informs of the the existing amount of open space, sport and recreational facilities
and identifies appropriate standards of provision to which new development could contribute with the
aim of ensuring all households can access a broad range of high quality facilities.
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Issues

9.7 Policy ENV 5 of the Local Plan (Part One) relates to the historic environment. It states that the
Local Plan will protect the borough's heritage assets through the protection and identification of designated
and non-designated heritage assets. The Local Plan (Part Two) will not repeat this policy, but will impact
on cultural heritage and landscape in terms of allocation of sites for development and for open space
purposes and in more detailed heritage and landscape policies.

Key issues and problems

Protection and enhancement of built heritage

It is important to preserve and enhance the designated and
non-designated historic environment resource and conserving
the heritage of the area, for current and future generations.
Listed buildings, conservation areas, scheduled monuments
and historic parks and gardens all contribute to cultural
heritage and should be afforded adequate protection from
development.

Communities/ areas most affected

Ensuring the protection of built heritage
will be an issue for all parts of the
borough where these features occur,
however, Chester will require specific
consideration.

Local distinctiveness and character

Protecting and enhancing the natural, historic and cultural
elements that contribute to local character is important to
contribute to sustainability.

Applies to the whole Cheshire West and
Chester authority area

Open space provision
Under supply in the provision of some types of open space
when compared to recommended standards.

Applies to the whole Cheshire West and
Chester authority area

Sustainability objectives, criteria and indicators

Sustainability Appraisal criteria/ sub-objective

objective

Baseline indicator

Number of listings on the Heritage at Risk
Register

To preserve and Will it ensure the continued
enhance sites, protection and enhancement of
features, areas and | physical sites and areas of
settings of importance to cultural and historical
archaeological, heritage and their settings, including

historical and cultural | the setting and character of
heritage importance | Chester? Will it ensure the
protection and enhancement of the
significance of heritage assets?

Number of built heritage features
(Conservation Areas, Listed Buildings
and Scheduled Monuments)

Will it protect and enhance the

number and area of RIGS?

Number and area of RIGS




Sustainability

objective

To protect, enhance
and manage the
character and
appearance of the
landscape and
townscape,
maintaining and
strengthening local
distinctiveness and
sense of place

Appraisal criteria/ sub-objective

Will it protect and reinforce the
borough's landscapes and the
natural, cultural and historic
elements which make them distinct?

Baseline indicator

None identified

Will it increase the provision of open
space?

Total amount of open space (ha) per
1,000 persons
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10 Population and human health

Evidence

10.1 A number of key messages and issues were drawn from the evidence review . The table below
illustrates the messages and issues deemed most relevant and the source documents.

Table 10.1

Message/lssue Relevant Documents

Need to improve current areas of deprivation andto | ¢  Cheshire West and Chester Affordable

tackle fuel poverty Warmth Strategy 2010-2013
, e Home Energy Conservation Act Further
Need to promote a healthy society Report 2015

e Vision 2050: A Sustainable Future for
Cheshire West and Chester 2009

e Healthy Lives, Healthy People White Paper
2010

e Lifetime Homes, Lifetime Neighbourhoods:
A National Strategy for Housing in a Ageing
Society, 2008

Changing population structure, particularly with the
threat of an ageing society

Health issues and profiles for the borough as awhole | ¢  Integrated Strategic Needs Assessment
and for specific areas within the borough e Public Health Annual Reports

Health priorities and objectives for the borough e  Cheshire West and Chester Council Health
and Wellbeing Strategy (Draft 2015)

Baseline

10.2 Cheshire West and Chester has a population of approximately 330,000. The population density
is comparatively low, reflecting the rural nature of much of the borough. The population structure shows
an ageing population and a decreasing death rate as well as a decreasing average household size.
This suggests that pressure for residential development is growing especially for particular forms of
development, e.g. extra care homes.

10.3 Deprivation of a social, economical or environmental nature, can lead to social exclusion, and
social problems. These include increases in crime rates, and decreases in the quality of the housing
stock, living conditions, health, and educational attainment. Some indicators measure the effects of
deprivation, and can act as secondary indicators themselves. The measure of the percentage of the
population who smoke, binge drink or are obese can to some degree identify the scale of deprivation.



10.4 Cheshire West and Chester is a comparatively affluent area. However, fuel poverty is above the
regional average and whilst overall the borough scores comparatively well on the Index of Multiple
Deprivation, Cheshire West and Chester does have some of the worst areas of deprivation in the country,
measured at Lower layer Super Output Area (LSOA) level. 30 LSOA's (14%) in Cheshire West and
Chester were within the bottom 20% nationally. The most deprived LSOA was Lache Park L1 in Overleigh
ward, with a national ranking of 363. The areas of deprivation identified are predominantly urban, and
close to the centres of major urban areas within the Borough (Chester, Ellesmere Port, Northwich, and
Winsford).

10.5 The Local Plan (Part Two) land Allocations and Detailed Policies will be subject to a Health
Impact Assessment, which will be used to feed back into subsequent stages of the Sustainability
Appraisal.

10.6 Health and wellbeing can also be improved by access to various forms of Green Infrastructure,
either for recreation or physical exercise. It is currently difficult to quantify this impact.
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Issues

10.7 Issues relating to population and human health are dealt with in the Local Plan (Part One) through
policy SOC5 Health and Wellbeing, which looks to support proposals that improve the health and
wellbeing of residents. The Local Plan (Part Two) will not repeat this policy, but may include greater
detail.

10.8 The table below sets out key issues and problems and explains how they are relevant to the

Local Plan (Part Two).

Key issues and problems

Population change

Increasing population due to falling death rate and increasing life
expectancy, putting strain on infrastructure and resources. The Local
Plan (Part One) sets the level of development for the borough, but
the provision of infrastructure and the location of allocated sites for
new development will be considered through the Local Plan (Part
Two).

Communities/ areas most
affected

An issue for the whole of
Cheshire West and Chester

Ageing population

Ageing population putting strain on health infrastructure, and
community services, as well as reducing the tax revenue. This will
have a further impact upon the numbers and type of housing need in
the Borough. The requirements for health infrastructure and
community services as part of new developments are set through the
Local Plan (Part One), but the provision of infrastructure and the
location of allocated sites for new development will be considered
through the Local Plan (Part Two).

An issue for the whole of
Cheshire West and Chester

Areas of deprivation

Increase in the percentage of LSOA's within the borough in bottom
20% nationally. The Local Plan (Part One) Policy SOC 5 provides
support for proposals that work to reduce poverty and deprivation.
This issue will also need to be considered when assessing potential
sites for development, as new development may help to reduce
deprivation.

Blacon, and the central areas
of Ellesmere Port, Winsford
and Northwich are all within
the bottom 20% nationally.

Health problems

Some areas of high levels or population with limiting long term iliness,
smokers, binge drinking, and classified as obese. Policy SOC 5 in
the Local Plan (Part One) sets out support for proposals that
specifically deal with health and wellbeing issues. The Local Plan
(Part Two) will not repeat these requirements, but the impact on health

An issue for the whole of
Cheshire West and Chester,
particularly for former
Ellesmere Port & Neston
district with regards to limiting
long-term illness.
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Key issues and problems

will need to be taken into account when allocating sites for
development and any sites for services and facilities.

Communities/ areas most

affected

Fuel poverty

To bring an end to fuel poverty in Cheshire West and Chester. Policy
ENV 6 in the Local Plan (Part One) states that development should

include energy efficiency measures and provide for renewable energy
generation. Policy ENV 7 relates to alternative energy supplies and
includes district heating networks. The Local Plan (Part Two) will not
repeat these requirements, but the potential new allocations will need
to take account of possibilities for sustainable energy generation and
connection to district heating networks.

Vulnerable and low income
households in Cheshire West
and Chester

Sustainability objectives, criteria and indicators

Sustainability Appraisal criteria/ sub-objective Baseline indicator

objective

Improve health | Will itimprove the health, or access to health | Index of multiple deprivation within

and social facilities, particularly in those areas identified | Cheshire West and Chester
inclusion, whilst | as in need?

reducing o . . .

inequality, and Will it improve the access to services None identified

valuing diversity | €specially in rural areas?

and equality.

Will it reduce the poverty gap? Households in fuel poverty
Index of multiple deprivation within
Cheshire West and Chester

Will it improve social inclusion and access | Reduction in the numbers of LSOA's
to services from both urban and rural areas? | in the bottom 20%




11 Housing

Evidence

11.1 A number of key messages and issues were drawn from the evidence review. The table below
illustrates the messages and issues deemed most relevant and the source documents.

Message/ issue Relevant document(s)

Need to reduce the impact of houses on e Lifetime Homes, Lifetime Neighbourhoods: A

the environment, and to increase the national strategy for housing in an ageing society

number of sustainable homes and DCLG, 2008

communities. e Building a Greener Future: policy statement DCLG,
2007

Need for additional housing, both market
and affordable, and with consideration of
specialist groups including Gypsies and
Travellers, and students.

e Homes for the future: more affordable, more
sustainable Housing Green Paper DCLG, 2007

e Making it Happen:Cheshire West and Chester
Borough Council Corporate Plan 2009-2011

Need to address increasing homelessness, | ®  Cheshire West and Chester SHMA, 2013

and an increasing need for affordable

housing within the borough.

Baseline

11.2 Local Planning Authorities are required to plan, monitor and manage the supply of new housing.
As part of this there must be regular reviews of the amount and type of housing required and the manner
in which this need is met. This was previously set out in the Strategic Housing Market Assessment
(SHMA), identifying a profile of the housing stock and requirements of the population within the housing
market; and the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA), which identified a broad
supply of sites for housing that have been assessed for developability over the plan period. The five
year deliverable supply of housing was updated through the evidence presented at the Local Plan (Part
One) in the Matter Eight statement and supporting information. These documents will be replaced with
the Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment, which the council is in the process of
completing.

11.3 As is shown below, the number of new houses being built over the last few years has been in
decline. This is likely to be due to the prevailing economic conditions, and not a long term trend. It does,
however, increase pressure on housing completion figures further to meet regional targets.
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Issues

11.4 The Local Plan (Part One) policy STRAT 1 sets the overall housing requirement for the borough
between 2010 and 2030. 22,000 net new dwellings by 2030 is an ambitious figure and this level of
growth will enable a significant boost in housing supply in line with the Framework. The spatial strategy
of the Plan to deliver the required level of development set in STRAT 1 is detailed in the individual
policies for each spatial area (STRAT 3 to 9).

11.5 The mix and type of housing provided needs to be appropriate in terms of the needs for different
sizes and types of homes. Policy SOC 3 seeks to provide new developments that take account of the
needs of the particular area.

11.6  Providing affordable housing across the borough is to be met through securing affordable units
within all new residential development. SOC 1 seeks to secure up to 30% affordable dwellings as per
the policy requirements. In the rural area policy SOC 2 allows for 100% affordable housing where
necessary to meet local housing needs on small exception sites. Rural exception sites are classed as
those that would otherwise not be appropriate for housing, adjacent to key service centres and local
service centres including those in the Green Belt.

Key issues and problems Communities/ areas most affected

New housing An issue for the whole of Cheshire
Identify land / sites to meet the overall requirement for new West and Chester
housing

Identify land / sites to meet the housing requirements in each

spatial area

Mix and type of new housing An issue for the whole of Cheshire
Need to secure a mix of housing types and sizes in new West and Chester

residential developments, including affordable housing / starter

homes

Environmental impact of new housing An issue for the whole of Cheshire

Need to reduce the impact of existing and new housing on the | West and Chester
environment

Housing for specialist groups An issue for the whole of Cheshire
Need to provide adequate accommodation, both in numbers | West and Chester
and quality, for specialist housing needs, e.g. Gypsies,
Travellers and Travelling Showpeople.

Housing for older people An issue for the whole of Cheshire
West and Chester




Key issues and problems Communities/ areas most affected

Need to ensure adequate provision of extra care/sheltered
housing for elderly residents. This will be of increasing
importance as the population structure of the Borough ages.

Housing in rural areas An issue for all rural areas in Cheshire
Need to ensure adequate housing provision, both market and | West and Chester.
affordable, in rural areas.

Sustainability objectives, criteria and indicators

Sustainability Appraisal criteria/ Baseline indicator

objective sub-objective

Provide sufficient | Will the housing meet None identified
housing to meet | relevant accessibility
identified needs | standards?

includin
affordabﬁ]e Does the housing meet Number of gross affordable housing completions
housing, and identified needs?

> Number of Extra Care schemes approved
specialist groups

Number of vacant and unfit dwellings

Number of gross new dwellings completed on
previously developed land.

Net additional gypsy and traveller pitches delivered

leuld G0z (om] Ued) ue|d [Bo0T - woday Buidoog |esieiddy Ayjiqeuieisng [1I9uno? 19)sayd pue }Sapp a41Iysayo €8



(=]
D
(2]
=
(1]
7]
=
=
(]
(1]
7]
-
Q
3
o
(2]
=2
(1]
7]
-
(1]
=
0
o
c
3
S,
[2)
C
n
—
o,
>
[\
=)
E
<
>
©
©
=
o
[
o
w
Q
o
=3
)
«
Py
(0]
°
o
=N
1
-
o
Q
8
3
]
]
—
)
W]
=i
—
=2
o
N
o
-
o
I
>
o

12 Community safety

Evidence

12.1 A number of key messages and issues were drawn from the evidence review. The table below
illustrates the messages and issues deemed most relevant and the source documents.

Message/ issue Relevant document(s)
Ensure good design, including e World Class Places - The Government's Strategy for
designing out crime Improving Quality of Place

e  Sustainable Communities in the North West

Enlsu.re that deve:lgpment SUpp.ortS e  Cheshire West and Chester Sustainable Community
existing communities and contributes Strategy 2011-2026

to the creation of safe, sustainable

. " e  Cheshire West and Chester Sustainable Community
and liveable communities.

Strategy 2011-2026

Reduce the level of crime and fearof | ®  Tomorrow's Roads: Safer for Everyone

crime. e  Cheshire West and Chester Local Transport Plan
2011-2026

Reduce the number of people and
children killed and seriously injured
on the roads

Baseline

12.2 Safe and healthy neighbourhoods are fundamental to the economic, social and environmental
well-being of the community. Crime is not a particular problem in Cheshire West and Chester, however,
a disproportionately high percentage of residents remain worried about becoming a victim of crime.

12.3 Well designed places can reduce the opportunity for crime and the fear of crime, helping to
create safer, more attractive environments. Consideration of crime reduction measures at all stages
of the planning process has a demonstrable positive impact on levels of crime and anti-social behaviour.

12.4 Such proactive measures can have a significant impact on public spending on community safety
issues and should therefore form a key consideration in the design and layout of new development.
The recognised standard for incorporating these principles into the planning process is 'Secured by
Design'.

12.5 The number of people killed or seriously injured on roads in Cheshire West and Chester saw a
rise in 2011, but has begun to drop again. There has been a small increase in the total number of
children killed or seriously injured in road traffic collisions.
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Issues

12.6 Issues relating to community safety are dealt with in the Local Plan (Part One) through policy
SOCS5 Health and wellbeing which looks to promote safe and accessible environments and developments.

The Local Plan (Part Two) will not repeat this policy, but may add greater detail.

12.7 The table below sets out key issues and problems and explains how they are relevant to the

Local Plan (Part Two).

Key issues and problems

Reducing fear of crime
Reduce the fear of crime and increase feelings of safety | Chester and particularly for the night time

Communities/ areas most affected

economy in Chester City Centre

An issue for the whole of Cheshire West and

Monitoring of the designing out of crime

Difficulty in monitoring planning applications granted
permission which meet the principles of 'Secured by

Design'

An issue for the whole of Cheshire West and
Chester

Road Safety

An issue for the whole of Cheshire West and

Reduce the number of people and children killed and | Chester

seriously injured on Cheshire West and Chester's roads

Sustainability objectives, criteria and indicators

Sustainability

objective

To create a
safe
environment to
live in and
reduce the fear
of crime.

Appraisal criteria/ sub-objective

Will it reduce opportunities for
crime, and therefore, levels of
crime?

Baseline indicator

Domestic burglaries per 1000 households

Violent crime per year per 1000 population in
the LA area

Will it affect the fear of crime and
feelings of safety?

Fear of crime (Community Survey)

Will it improve road safety and
reduce the number of people killed
and seriously injured on the roads?

Total number of people killed or seriously injured
(KSI) in road traffic collisions

Total number of children (aged under 16) killed
or seriously injured (KSI) in road traffic collisions
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13 Economic development

Evidence

13.1 A number of key messages and issues were drawn from the evidence review. The table below
illustrates the messages and issues deemed most relevant and the source documents.

To deliver the levels of employment growth identified in the Local Plan
(Part One), supporting an additional 14,000 people in employment.

Message/ issue

Relevant document(s)

Achieving Sustainable Development, covering economic, environmental
and social benefits.

Need to plan positively and proactively for economic development in
both urban and rural areas, promoting the vitality and viability of existing
centres.

To consider the economic impact of climate change. There is an
opportunity to exploit the market in the growth of environmental
technologies.

Need to recognise the importance of tourism to the local economy and
deliver new tourism developments in a sustainable manner.

Cheshire and Warrington should contribute significantly to economic
growth by accommodating significant increases in population, housing,
jobs and GVA, which can be achieved through the sustainable
development of existing settlements across the area. Priorities for the
Cheshire and Warrington area build on the sub-regions competitive
advantages, including a knowledge-rich economy, enterprise culture,
educated and skilled workforce, and a well connected location.

Need to consider sub-regional links with North East Wales to promote
a sustainable sub-regional economy.

Cheshire West and Chester is an affluent skilled area, although it has
some pockets of deprivation. The most attractive business locations
are the areas close to key road routes and on the main business parks
and industrial estates, together with Chester city centre. The key long
term economic issue for the Borough is likely to be its ageing population
and slow population growth.

Local plan (Part One)
Strategic Policies
Cheshire and Warrington
Means Business, 2010
Cheshire and Warrington
Local Economic
Assessment 2011

North East Wales / West
Cheshire Sub-Regional
Spatial Strategy
(non-statutory), 2007
MDA Business Plan and
Delivery Plan 2008-2011
Cheshire West and
Chester Local Economic
Assessment, 2011
Cheshire West and
Chester Employment
Land Study Update, 2013
Cheshire West and
Chester Sustainable
Community Strategy
Cheshire West and
Chester Corporate Plan
NPPF, 2012

Stern Review: The
Economics of Climate
Change, 2006

Winsford Neighbourhood
Plan




Message/ issue Relevant document(s)

To deliver major regeneration programmes, whilst supporting the
development of a sustainable and resilient economy, with improved
access to employment for all sectors of the community.

Baseline

13.2 The baseline information identifies that there is a large land resource for employment land across
Cheshire West and Chester. However, there are a small number of large allocations that make up the
majority of the supply. In addition, some land may be reserved for specialist uses and/or retained as
expansion land by a specific employer. The employment land allocations across the Borough will be
reviewed in preparation of Local Plan (Part Two).

13.3 Employment distribution by sector varies across the borough, with Public Administration, Education
and Health, and Wholesale and Retail the largest employment groups. Manufacturing, primarily in the
north of the borough, still accounts for around a tenth of all jobs. The Weaver Valley area to the east
has a more balanced distribution of both manufacturing and service sectors.

13.4 Business start up rates give an indicator of the health of local businesses and entrepreneurial
activity. There has been an increase over the last couple of years in new business births and a small
decrease in deaths.

13.5 Unemployment rates continue to vary across Cheshire West and Chester. Higher levels of
unemployment continue to be found in the large urban areas of the borough, in particular in central
parts of Ellesmere Port, Winsford, Northwich and the Blacon, Lache, Hoole Groves and Vicars Cross
areas of Chester, with the lowest levels still being seen in rural areas. The percentage of economically
active working age persons in the borough has fallen since 2013. The proportion of the population with
a no qualifications has increased since 2012, whilst the proportion of the population with at least an
NVQ level 2 qualification has stayed static.
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Issues

13.6 The Local Plan (Part One) Strategic Policies sets out the Council's ambitions for growth and
development to 2030 and how this will be distributed across the Borough. Key components of the Plan
are to support a level of growth and delivery of 22,000 new homes and an additional 14,000 people in
employment. Economic growth an development is a key part of the strategic policies STRAT2-9, which
set out the overall Borough wide strategy and the specific economic development issues for each of
the main urban areas, the rural area and elsewhere in the Green Belt and open countryside. During the
period 2010-2030, the Plan will deliver at least 365ha of land for employment development to meet a
range of types and size of site. Development will be brought forward in line with the settlement hierarchy
and some key sites have been identified through the Part One Plan. To deliver the levels of development
outlined, existing land allocations will be reviewed and identified in the preparation of Local Plan (Part
Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies and/or Neighbourhood Plans.

13.7 In addition, Local Plan (Part One) provides a policy framework for future economic growth,
employment and enterprise (policy ECON1), town centres (policy ECON2) and the visitor economy
(policy ECONBQ).

13.8 Local Plan (Part Two) will not repeat these policies, but will review existing employment land
allocations and identify new allocations (in some locations) to meet the employment requirement of the
Part One Plan. It will review detailed town centre and local centre designations and policies to support
continued economic growth of the Borough's centres. It will also provide a more detailed policy framework
for new tourism development and all forms of visitor accommodation in the Borough.

13.9 The table below sets out key issues and problems, the areas affected and explains how they
are relevant to the Local Plan (Part Two):

Key issues and problems Communities/ areas most affected

Unemployment An issue for the whole of Cheshire West and Chester, although

Need to reduce the unemployment
levels, and the number of people out
of work for longer than a year.

with greater consideration for those identified areas of
deprivation.

Employment distribution by sector
Need to maintain a balanced range
of employment opportunities in
different employment sectors.

An issue for the whole of Cheshire West and Chester, with
specific geographical variations depending on the dominant
sector, e.g financial and professional services sectors in
Chester, manufacturing and chemical industries in Ellesmere
Port.

Employment land supply

There is a need to ensure suitable,
available and deliverable employment
land is available within the area,
particularity of an appropriate size and

An issue for the whole of Cheshire West and Chester. Specific

employment land supply issues are identified in Local Plan

(Part One) for the following areas;

e  Chester: The Chester Business Quarter is a major
regeneration initiative to deliver new employment growth




Key issues and problems Communities/ areas most affected

type to meet the forecast economic
demand and needs of businesses.

Local Plan (Part One) identifies at
least 365ha employment land will be
required for the period 2010-2030
Borough wide.

(NB. Existing employment provision
is comprised of undeveloped retained
employment allocations in the former
District Local Plans and planning
commitments for employment use.
These will be reviewed in Local Plan
Part Two)

in the city. Chester Business Park, Chester West
Employment Park and Sealand Industrial Estates are
important existing business locations.

Ellesmere Port: there is considerable potential for future
economic growth in New Bridge Road and Stanlow areas.
The detailed nature and extent of employment land
allocations in Ellesmere Port will be reviewed in Part Two.
Sub regionally important sites are identified.

Northwich: Provision will be made for at least an additional
30ha new employment land allocations. Gadbrook Park
will be protected and further expansion will be assessed
through Part Two.

Winsford: Provision will be made for at least an additional
35ha new employment land allocations. Winsford Industrial
Estate and Woodford part are identified as important
employment locations. The Winsford Neighbourhood Plan
allocates a site for the expansion of the Industrial Estate
to meet this additional need.

Middlewich: consider the allocation of land if justified
around Middlewich

Rural: Provision will be made for at least an additional
10ha new employment land allocations, to allow for the
expansion of existing employment sites and new sites on
the edge of key service centres outside of the green belt.
Green Belt and open countryside: There are some major
developed sites in the green belt e.g. Urenco. In the open
countryside support is provided for the expansion of
existing buildings to facilitate business growth,
proportonate to the nature, scale and setting. It allows for
development with an operational need for a rural location
i.e. Agriculture.

Vitality and viability of city, town
and local centres

The vitality and viability of existing
centres should be maintained and
enhanced.

Chester city centre and the urban areas of Ellesmere Port,

Northwich and Winsford. Smaller market towns / key service
centres, suburban and village centres which provide access

to services for local communities are also affected.

Local Plan (Part One) sets out the retail hierarchy in the
Borough. The Local Plan (Part Two) will review primary
shopping areas as well as District and Local Centres.
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Key issues and problems

Communities/ areas most affected

The Local Plan (Part Two) will need to consider the
regeneration objectives of specific sites within the Borough's
centres.

Visitor economy

A high proportion of jobs are linked to
the tourism sector and a key issue will
be maintaining, and then increasing,
the strength of the visitor economy
and the cultural offer of the borough.
Local plan (Part One) policy ECON3
supports the expansion and creation
of tourism assets, where of a suitable
scale and type.

Issue for whole of Cheshire West and Chester, with specific
consideration for Chester city centre, and other existing tourism
facilities.

Chester is identified as a sub-regionally important shopping
leisure and international tourism destination.

Ellesmere Port; Part One supports the improvement of
the historic canal port as a major tourism facility.
Northwich: suport for the delivery of Northwich Riverside
projects

Winsford: support for significant improvements to leisure
facilities and improved access to the River Weaver
Rural: support for diversification schemes and the reuse
of buildings particularly for economic use.

Green Belt: major developed sites in the green belt include
Chester Zoo and Delamere Forest.

Areas affected will be dependant on the nature, scale and type
of visitor attraction or accommodation proposed in the Local
Plan (Part Two).




Sustainability objectives, criteria and indicators

13.10 The following objectives, criteria and indicators have been developed to assess the sustainability

effects relating to the economy.

Sustainability

objective

To support
sustainable
economic growth
and
competitiveness,
and provide
opportunities for
ongoing private
sector investment.

Appraisal criteria/ sub-objective

Will the plan provide a balanced portfolio of
employment land for the area?

Baseline indicator

Employment land supply

Will the plan provide employment land of a
suitable type in a sustainable location?

Amount of employment land
developed by type

Does it provide opportunities for the creation of
new businesses? Will it minimise the loss /
displacement of existing businesses?

Enterprise births and deaths

Will the Plan contribute to meeting the
employment needs of the rural/urban area?

Will the plan contribute to developing a more
skilled workforce?

Qualifications NVQ level 2 and
above, level 4 and above. %
of working age population with
no qualifications

Does the plan support sustainable growth in the
economy?

GVA

To develop and
enhance the

Does the plan promote tourism and the visitor
economy?

None identified

visitor

economy/tourism. | Will the plan improve accessibility to jobs in the | None identified
area?

To promote Will the plan deliver urban/rural regeneration? None identified

regeneration,

particularly of
deprived areas.

Will the plan improve economic conditions,
particularly in deprived areas?

Indices of Deprivation

Will the plan support rural diversification?

None identified

To maintain and
improve the vitality
and viability of
City, town and
local centres

Will the Plan safeguard shops and services in
existing centres?

Vacancy rates within town
centres.

Will the Plan safeguard and improve the retail,
leisure and service provision?

Amount of floorspace
developed for town centre
uses
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Sustainability Appraisal criteria/ sub-objective Baseline indicator

objective

Will the Plan provide improved physical, social | None identified
and environmental infrastructure in city, town and
local centres?
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14 Summary

141

The scoping study has identified a sustainability appraisal framework which will enable the social,
economic and environmental effects of the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies
to be assessed. The scoping report identifies a series of sustainability objectives and sub-objectives
that can be monitored over time. The complete set of sustainability objectives and sub-criteria that form

the sustainability framework is listed in the table below.

Sustainability objective

Appraisal criteria / sub-objective

1 Address the need to mitigate and | Will it reduce the potential impacts of climate change?

adapt to climate change. Will it help to minimise and reduce the emission of
greenhouse gases, in particular CO,?
Will it ensure that new development is in accessible
locations in order to reduce the need for car borne travel
and / or encourage sustainable forms of transport?
Will it minimise the impacts of flooding?
Will it promote and enhance current green infrastructure?
Will it provide opportunities to create green infrastructure?

2 To reduce energy consumption, Will it reduce energy consumption?
promote energy efficiency and Will it promote energy efficiency?
increase the use of energy from Will it result in an increase in the installed renewable energy
renewable resources. capacity?

3 | To protect and enhance the Will it protect and promote effective management of the
borough’s biodiversity and wildlife | borough's sites of ecological and nature conservation
habitats. importance?

Will it provide opportunities for the enhancement and
creation of habitats and to foster species conservation,
diversity and resilience to climate change?

Will it maintain, enhance and increase (rural and urban)
tree cover and woodlands?

4 To minimise the risk of flooding. Will it reduce the risk of flooding e.g. encourage the

integration of mitigation measures such as SUDs into new
development?

Is new development directed towards areas of least risk,
dependant on the compatibility of the proposed use?
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Sustainability objective

Will the Plan protect, maintain and improve the quality of

Appraisal criteria / sub-objective

5 To protect, maintain and improve
the quality of water resources, water resources?
minimise the risk of pollution and Will the Plan minimise the risk of pollution arising from new
improve water efficiency. development?

Will the plan encourage water efficiency and promote the
use of grey-water recycling / rainwater harvesting?

6 To protect air quality where it is of | Will it improve or have an insignificant effect on local air
a high standard and to improve it | quality, ensuring minimum impact on people's health?
elsewhere. Will it encourage the use of clean technologies and working

practices and a shift to more sustainable modes of
transport?

7 To reduce the consumption of Will it result in the prudent use of natural resources?
natural resources. Will it promote the use of secondary/recycled aggregates?

8 To protect land and soil quality. Will it impact on the extent and quality of soils?

9 To optimise the re-use of previously | Will it promote development on brownfield land?
developed land and buildings.

10 | Achieve sustainable waste Will it encourage a reduction in the amount of waste
management by reducing the produced?
production of waste, increasing Will it encourage increased recycling and composting and
opportunities for recycling and achieve the diversion targets for waste away from landfill?
reducing the amount of waste being | Will it result in new or enhanced waste management
sent for final disposal to landfill. facilities to meet the waste management needs of the area?

Will it result in improvement in the management of fly
tipping and reduction in the number of incidences of fly
tipping?

11 | To preserve and enhance sites, Will it ensure the continued protection and enhancement
features, areas and settings of of physical sites and areas of importance to cultural and
archaeological, historical and historical heritage, including the setting and character of
cultural heritage importance Chester?

Will it protect and enhance the number and area of RIGS?

12 | To protect, enhance and manage | Will it protect and reinforce the borough's landscapes and

the character and appearance of the
landscape and townscape,

maintaining and strengthening local
distinctiveness and sense of place

the natural, cultural and historic elements which make them
distinct?
Will it increase the provision of open space?




13

Sustainability objective

Improve health and social inclusion,
whilst reducing inequality, and
valuing diversity and equality.

Appraisal criteria / sub-objective

Will it improve the health, or access to health facilities,
particularly in those areas identified as in need?

Will it improve the access to services especially in rural
areas?

Will it reduce the poverty gap?

Will it improve social inclusion and access to services in
both rural and urban areas?

14

To provide sufficient housing to
meet identified needs including
affordable housing, and specialist
groups.

Will the housing meet relevant accessibility standards?
Does the housing meet identified needs?

15

To create a safe environment to live
in and reduce the fear of crime.

Will it reduce opportunities for crime and therefore, levels
of crime?

Will it affect the fear of crime and feelings of safety?

Will itimprove road safety and reduce the number of people
killed and seriously injured on the roads?

16

To support sustainable economic
growth and competitiveness, and
provide opportunities for ongoing
private sector investment.

Will the plan provide a balanced portfolio of employment
land for the area?

Will the plan provide employment land of a suitable type
in a sustainable location?

Does it provide opportunities for the creation of new
businesses?

Will it minimise the loss / displacement of existing
businesses?

Will the Plan contribute to meeting the employment needs
of the rural/urban area?

Will the plan contribute to developing a more skilled
workforce?

Does the plan support sustainable growth in the economy?

17

To develop and enhance the visitor
economy/tourism.

Does the plan promote tourism and the visitor economy?

Will the plan improve accessibility to jobs in the area?

18

To promote regeneration,
particularly of deprived areas.

Will the plan deliver urban/rural regeneration?

Will the plan improve economic conditions, particularly in
deprived areas?

Will the plan support rural diversification?
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Sustainability objective Appraisal criteria / sub-objective

19 | To maintain and improve the vitality | Will the Plan safeguard shops and services in the area?
and viability of City, town and local | Will the Plan safeguard and improve the retail, leisure and
centres. service provision in the area?

Will the Plan provide improved physical, social and
environmental infrastructure in city, town and local centres?

14.2 The Local Plan objectives will be checked against the sustainability objectives to draw attention
to any potential conflict between them and to identify areas where the implementation of the objective
is fundamental to a sustainable Plan.

Testing compatibility of SA Objectives

14.3 In order to fully meet the SA objectives it is necessary to ensure that there will be no potential
conflicts between the achievement of individual objectives. The matrix set out below details where any
potential conflicts may occur.
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9. Brownfield redevelopment
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18. Regeneration
17. Tourism

15. Crime

14. Housing

13. Health

11. Heritage assets
10. Waste

8. Land and soil
5. Water

4. Flooding

3. Biodiversity

1. Climate change
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14.4 The testing of potential conflicts displayed in the matrix above has shown that the majority of
the SA objectives are either compatible or there is no link between them. For a number of objectives
however there is uncertainty over whether conflicts or further positive compatibility will arise, with these
only likely to be observed during the implementation of policies.

14.5 There is uncertainty in particular over the implications further housing, employment, tourism and
regeneration could have on achieving objectives such as the prudent use of natural resources, minimising
flooding, improving air quality and protecting landscapes. Depending on their implementation such
schemes could have either a positive or negative impact towards meeting these objectives. Adequately
developed policies however will offer the ability to control these impacts.

Monitoring

14.6 The SA process is an iterative process, so its success and effectiveness will be monitored by
the collection of baseline data according to the identified indicators. A cost-effective and reasonable
monitoring scheme will be developed and reported on in the Sustainability Appraisal Report. This will
include addressing any data gaps in the baseline monitoring and to develop appropriate longer term
monitoring indicators for monitoring the significant effects of the policies in the Local Plan (Part Two)
Land Allocations and Detailed Policies. Data collected on the relevant indicators will be included in the
Annual Monitoring Report (AMR).
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B: Quality assurance checklist

The Quality Assurance checklist below has been used to ensure that the requirements of the SEA
Directive have been met and fully integrated into the sustainability appraisal process covered in this
document. The Quality Assurance checklist covers both the technical and procedural steps of the
sustainability appraisal process and will be updated as the different stages are reached.

Relevant section in

Quality Assurance Checklist Scoping Report

Objectives and context

The plan's purpose and objectives are made clear N/A
Sustainability issues, including international and EC objectives, are Yes
considered in developing objectives and targets Individual topic chapters
SA objectives are clearly set out and linked to indicators and targets Yes

where appropriate Individual topic chapters
Links with other related plans, programmes and policies are identified Yes

and explained Individual topic chapters
Conflicts that exist between SA objectives, between SA and plan Yes between SA objectives
objectives, and between SA and other plan objectives are identified and (Plan objectives N/A)
described Summary and Next Steps

The environmental consultation bodies are consulted in appropriate ways
and at appropriate times on the content and scope of the SA report

The appraisal focuses on significant issues Yes
Individual topic chapters

Technical, procedural and other difficulties encountered are discussed;

) L - Yes
assumptions and uncertainties are made explicit

Reasons are given for eliminating issues from further consideration

Options / alternatives

Realistic alternatives are considered for key issues, and the reasons for
choosing- them are documented

Alternatives include 'do nothing' and/or 'business as usual' scenarios

N/A
wherever relevant
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Quality Assurance Checklist Rehanecctioiiy

Scoping Report

The sustainability effects (both adverse and beneficial) of each alternative

: . N/A
are identified and compared
Inconsistencies between the alternatives and other relevant plans, N/A
programmes or policies are identified and explained
Reasons are given for selection and elimination of alternatives N/A

Baseline information

Relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and their likely Yes
evolution without the plan are described Individual topic chapters
Characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected are described, Yes

including areas wider than the physical boundary of the plan area where

it is likely to be affected by the plan where practicable Individual topic chapters

Difficulties such as deficiencies in information or methods are explained Yes
Individual topic chapters

Prediction and evaluation of likely significant effects

Likely significant social, environmental and economic effects are
identified, including those listed in the SEA Directive (biodiversity,

leul4 GL0Z (OML ped) ueld [e00T - poday Buidoog |estesddy AjjigeulelSNS [19Unog 18)sayd pue Jsep aIysayd Zzz

population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, NiA
material assets, cultural heritage and landscape) as relevant

Both positive and negative effects are considered, and where practicable, N/A
the duration of effects (short, medium or long-term) is addressed

Likely secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects are identified where N/A
practicable

Inter-relationships between effects are considered where practicable N/A
Where relevant, the prediction and evaluation of effects makes use of N/A
accepted standards, regulations and thresholds

Methods used to evaluate the effects are described N/A

Mitigation measures

Measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and offset any significant adverse
: . g N/A
effects of implementing the plan are indicated




Quality Assurance Checklist

Issues to be taken into account in development consents are identified

Is clear and concise in its layout and presentation

Relevant section in

Scoping Report

The Sustainability Appraisal Report

of opinion

Uses simple, clear language and avoids or explains technical terms N/A
Uses maps and other illustrations where appropriate N/A
Explains the methodology used N/A
Explains who was consulted and what methods of consultation were N/A
used

Identifies sources of information, including expert judgement and matters N/A

Contains a non-technical summary

Consultation

The SA is consulted on as an integral part of the plan-making process

To be undertaken in line
with the development of the
Local Plan

The consultation bodies, other consultees and the public are consulted
in ways which give them an early and effective opportunity within
appropriate time frames to express their opinions on the draft plan and
SA report

The SA Report and the opinions of those consulted are taken into account
in finalising and adopting the plan

Decision-making and information on the decisi

Currently being undertaken

N/A

An explanation has been given of how they have been taken into account

N/A

Reasons are given for choices in the adopted plan, in the light of other
reasonable alternatives considered

Measures are proposed for monitoring are clear, practicable and linked
to the indicators and objectives used in the SA

Monitoring measures
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Relevant section in

Quality Assurance Checklist Scoping Report

Monitoring is used, where appropriate, during the implementation of the N/A
plan to make good deficiencies in baseline information in the SA

Monitoring enables unforeseen adverse effects to be identified at an

early stage. (These effects may include predictions which prove to be N/A
incorrect)

Proposals are made for action in response to significant adverse effects N/A
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C: SEA Screening determination

Strategic Environmental Assessment and Sustainability Appraisal Determination
for the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies

December 2015

Introduction

In accordance with European Directive 2001/42/EC and the requirements of the Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended), this document is the screening
determination of the need for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) for the Cheshire West and
Chester Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies.

Under the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, the responsible
authority (i.e. the local planning authority) must carry out an environmental assessment for any plan or
programme that is prepared for agriculture, forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, transport, waste
management, water management, telecommunications, tourism, town and country planning or land
use, which sets the framework for future development consent of projects listed in Annex | or Il to Council
Directive 85/337/EEC. It is likely that Development Plan Documents (DPDs), such the Local Plan (Part
Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies will require SEA as they will contain planning policies that
influence the above list of topics, and which will be used to determine planning applications.

The regulations advise that a screening process is used to determine whether or not a plan is likely to
have a significant effect on the environment. This process should use a specified set of criteria (set out
in Schedule 1 of the regulations). The results of this process must be summarised in an SEA screening
opinion, which is then sent to the statutory bodies for comment. Once comments have been taken into
account a screening determination is prepared setting out whether SEA is required and reasons for the
decision and this must be made publicly available.

This screening decision has been based on the information within the Local Plan (Part Two) Land
Allocations and Detailed Policies Issues document, which was consulted on in May 2014.

An initial draft screening opinion was produced in May 2014. The Council has a duty to consult four
specified environmental organisations - Countryside Agency, English Nature, English Heritage (now
know as Historic England) and the Environment Agency (English Nature and the Countryside Agency
have now merged to form Natural England) - when determining the need for SEA @

Details of the bodies consulted, the responses received and the associated amendments to the initial
draft screening report are set out in Table 1. The consultation period ran from 14 May to 19 June 2014.

i In addition, the Welsh SEA Statutory consultees were also consulted
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1 Responses to the original SEA Screening Opinion

Consultee | Consultation | Consultee comments Council's response | Action
point taken
Private Question 2 The devil is all in the detail and at the | Thank you for your No
resident SEA present stage of the process the finer | response. action
Screening detail is not yet clearly visible. In The potential impact | required.
Report principle the vision and SEA directives | on the Flashes in
regarding the environmental Winsford was
considerations appear to tick all the | assessed through the
boxes. What is not yet obvious is that | Sustainability
once strategy 6 is adopted how it will | Appraisal of the Local
be managed and affect the Plan (Part One).
boundaries of the Flashes. How public | Policy STRAT 6 of the
access to previously undisturbed Local Plan (Part One)
habitats and wildlife will change that | requires the Station
area of Winsford forever. This is Quarter to be
where the anxiety and general achieved through a
resistance to the plan is caused. The | comprehensively
theory and vision of the expanded planned approach in
areas of access and merging of urban | line with an agreed
boundaries with countryside are development brief.
wonderful for the public to perceive, | This is the
when looking the location of new mechanism through
homes. However, it is the longer term | which the detailed
management and affects of these planning of the site
changes that must be clearly will be considered
communicated by the consultation and consulted upon.
process. More detailed information
about the changes of access to the
Flashes, what is likely to happen and
timescale. So that that the
consultation and plan receive full
public endorsement in realisation of
its impact and irreversible change.
English Question 2 English Heritage is satisfied with the | Thank you for your No
Heritage SEA conclusion that the Local Plan (Part | response. action
(Miss Screening Two) Land Allocations and Detailed required.
Emily Report Policies for Cheshire West and
Hrycan) Chester is likely to have significant

environmental effects and will




Consultee | Consultation | Consultee comments Council's response | Action
point taken

therefore require a Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA).

In addition, comments were received from Natural Resources Wales, Natural England, and English
Heritage regarding alterations to the Scoping Report. These comments fed into the updated scoping
report.

The updated Scoping Report and screening opinion were subject to consultation from 2 October 2015
to 6 November 2015. Details of the bodies consulted, the responses received and the associated
amendments to the screening report are set out in Table 2.

Table 2 Responses to the updated SEA Screening Opinion

Consultee Consultation Consultee comments Council's Action taken
point response

Historic England | Appendix C: Responded to say 'no No change No change
Screening further comments to make' | required required
Opinion

Natural England | N/A No additional comments N/A N/A

received
Environment N/A No additional comments N/A N/A
Agency received

As such, no comments were made on the updated SEA screening opinion that required any amendments
or disagreed with the conclusion that the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies
is likely to have significant environmental effects and accordingly will require a Strategic Environmental
Assessment.

Comments were received from Historic England, setting out general guidelines for scoping reports.

The scoping report has been amended to take account of these guidelines, but referring to additional
documents and issues within the Cultural Heritage section and list of plans. Comments were received
from Tetlow King Planning on behalf of Rentplus in relation to affordable housing models, starter homes
and technical standards relating to housing. In response to these comments, reference to starter homes
has been added to the Housing section of the Scoping Report and the objective in the Housing section
and summary has been amended to refer to relevant accessibility standards rather than Lifetime Homes
standards. In addition, comments were received from a local resident on the Scoping Report. These
comments related to stand-off distances between residential properties and renewable and other sources
of energy including unconventional gas and oil extraction. An amendment to the Scoping Report was

[eul4 G0z (om] Ued) ue|d [BooT - woday Buidoog |esieiddy Ajjiqeulelsng [1I9uno? 19)say) pue }Sapp aaIlysayo 2ze



N
N
©
(2]
=)
o
)
=
=
o
o
7]
a
o
S
o
(2]
=)
o
1]
[ =g
o
=
o
o)
c
5
S,
[2)
c
2]
—
o
]
o
o
E

<
>

S

©
=
o
[72]
o
w
o)
o

T,
>

Q@
Py
o)

S
o
=3

1
—
o
Q
L
3
o
]

—
=
o
=
_|
=

°
N
o
=
5
I
o}
o

not required, but the comments will be taken into account during preparation of relevant policies within
the Local Plan (Part Two).

Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed
Policies

The Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies will set out the non-strategic land
allocations and identify detailed policies, following on from the strategic framework set out in the Local
Plan (Part One) Strategic Policies. It will help determine the location of new development, including new
housing and employment land necessary to meet the requirements of the borough. Preparation of this
document will involve stakeholders and the community in line with the requirements set out in the Town
and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 and the Statement of Community
Involvement (SCI).

The Council considers that the preparation of the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed
Policies falls within the scope of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations
on the basis that:

e The Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies is a plan and programme as
defined in Regulation 2 of The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations;

e The Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies is prepared for town and country
planning or land use and will set the framework for the future development consent of projects listed
in Annex | or Il of European Council Directive; and 85/337/EEC; and

e The Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies will apply to a wider area than a
small area at local level and is not a minor modification to an existing plan or programme.

A determination under Regulation 9 is, therefore, required as to whether the Local Plan (Part Two) Land
Allocations and Detailed Policies is likely to have significant environmental effects.

Characteristics of the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies

The role of the screening exercise is to determine whether the implementation of a plan or programme
is likely to have a significant effect on the environment. The criteria for assessing whether a plan or
programme is likely to have a significant environmental effect are set out in Annex Il of the SEA Directive
and Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.

The assessment criteria used to determine whether a plan or programme will have significant
environmental effects are separated into two categories:

e those relating to the characteristics of the plan; and
e those relating to the characteristics of the plan's effects and of the area likely to be affected.

The assessment of the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies (Issues consultation
version) is set out in Table 3.



Table 3 Assessment of the significant environmental effects of the Local Plan (Part Two)

Criteria (Schedule 1) Significant

environmental

Assessment and justification

effect likely
(yes/no)?

relevant to the plan or
programme.

(a) The degree to which the plan Yes The Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and
or programme sets a framework Detailed Policies will set a new policy framework.
for projects and other activities, This will identify non-strategic land allocations
either with regard to the location, and identify detailed policies, following on from
nature, size and operating the strategic framework set out in the Local Plan
conditions or by allocating (Part One) Strategic Policies. This will set a
resources. framework for projects and activities in terms of
the location of new development and the nature,
size and operating conditions of such
developments.
(b) The degree to which the plan Yes The Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and
or programme influences other Detailed Policies set out the non-strategic
plans and programmes including allocations and detailed policies, following on from
those in a hierarchy. the strategic framework set out in the Local Plan
(Part One). It, along with the Local Plan (Part
One) also sets the context for Neighbourhood
Plans and for Supplementary Planning
Documents which may either be topic based or
site specific in nature.
(c) The relevance of the plan or Yes Section 39 of the Planning and Compulsory
programme for the integration of Purchase Act requires Cheshire West and
environmental considerations, in Chester Council’s Local Plan (Part Two) Land
particular with a view to Allocations and Detailed Policies to have the
promoting sustainable objective of contributing to the achievement of
development. sustainable development.
(d) Environmental problems Yes The Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and

Detailed Policies will seek to address
environmental problems that are relevant to the
Council’s statutory development plan.
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Criteria (Schedule 1) Significant Assessment and justification
environmental
effect likely
(yes/no)?
(e) The relevance of the plan or Yes The Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and
programme for the Detailed Policies is relevant to the implementation
implementation of community EC legislation, such as that relating to waste
legislation on the environment management (as it will include waste
(for example, plans and management policies and potentially waste site
programmes linked to waste allocations) and also to EC legislation relating to
management or water protection of important habitats (as it will include
protection). nature / open space protection policies).
(a) The probability, duration, Yes The Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and
frequency and reversibility of Detailed Policies will set out the non-strategic
effects. allocations and detailed policies, following on from
the strategic framework set out in the Local Plan
(Part One), which covers the period from
2010-2030.
(b) The cumulative nature of the Yes There are likely to be cumulative affects arising
effects. from and between the different policies within the
Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and
Detailed Policies.
(c) The transboundary nature of No There are unlikely to be transboundary effects on
the effects. other Member States arising from the Local Plan
(Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies.
(d) The risks to human health or No There are unlikely to be risks to human health or
the environment (for example, the environment arising from the Local Plan (Part
due to accidents). Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies.
(e) The magnitude and spatial Yes The Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and
extent of the effects Detailed Policies will apply to new development
(geographical area and size of in Cheshire West and Chester geographical area.
the population likely to be This has an area of nearly 1000 square kilometres
affected). and a population of over 329,000 people.
(f) The value and vulnerability of Yes The Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and
the area likely to be affected due Detailed Policies covers the whole of Cheshire
to; West and Chester which is valued in terms of its




Criteria (Schedule 1)

or cultural heritage

(ii) exceeded environmental
quality standards or limit values
or

(i) intensive land use

(i) special natural characteristics

Significant
environmental

effect likely
(yes/no)?

Assessment and justification

built, natural and archaeological heritage. There

may be the potential for the value and vulnerability
of the area to be affected as a result of the Local
Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed
Policies.

(9) The effects on areas or
landscapes which have a
recognised national, community
or international protection status.

Yes

The Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and
Detailed Policies will apply to all landscape types
in Cheshire West and Chester, including those
which have a recognised national, community or
international protection status.

Conclusion

In accordance with Part 2(9) of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations,
the Council, as the responsible authority, consider that the intended Local Plan (Part Two) Land
Allocations and Detailed Policies is likely to have significant environmental effects and accordingly will

require a Strategic Environmental Assessment.

Section 19(5) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires local planning authorities
to carry out a Sustainability Appraisal of all DPDs including the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations
and Detailed Policies. The requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment will be incorporated
into the Sustainability Appraisal for the Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations

and Detailed Policies.

Date of determination: 10 December 2015.

Delegated decision made by Fiona Hore, Planning and Strategic Transport Manager.
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Further information

If you require any further information, please contact the Spatial Planning team on 01244 973887 or by

email to: spatialplanning@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk.

N
W
[\
(2]
=)
o
)
=
=
o
o
7]
~
o
S
<3
(2]
=)
o
1]
a
o
=
0
o
c
5
Q.
[2)
[
2]
2N
o
]
o
o
E
<
>
S
e
=
o
[72]
o
w
o)
o
T,
>
@
Py
o)
S
o
=3
1
—
o
o)
QL
3
o
]
—
=
o
=
_|
=
o
N
o
=
5
I
o}
o


mailto:devplan@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk




Accessing Cheshire West and Chester Council
information and services

Council information is also available in Audio, Braille,
Large Print or other formats. If you would like a copy in
a different format, in another language or require a
BSL interpreter, please email us at
equalitiesdcheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
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Pokud byste pozadovali informace v jiném jazyce nebo formatu, kontaktujte nas

Jezeli chcieliby Panstwo uzyska¢ informacje w innym jezyku lub w innym formacie,
prosimy da¢ nam znac.
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Tarkge bilgi almak istiyorsaniz, bize bagvurabilirsiniz.
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Tel: 0300 123 8 123 Textphone: 18001 01606 867 670
email: equalities@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
web: www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk




